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New Tiders: 


A Class Of Blue Chips 


by Chris Roberts 


Here's an in depth look at 
future Alabama football 
players 


little more than a year ago, only devoted 

Alabama football fans knew names like 
Al Bell, Bobby Humphrey, Murry Hill, Larry 
Rose and Gene Jelks. 

But now practically everyone who follows 
Crimson Tide football knows those names. 

They were 1985 Alabama football signees, 
and they wasted no time in coming to the 
forefront. Junior college transfer Bell and the 
true freshmen made a big difference for the 
Crimson Tide during the successful 9-2-1 
campaign. 

In fact, 12 true freshmen lettered last sea- 
son at Alabama. Call 1985 a pretty good re- 
cruiting season. It has been proved on the 
field, Amazingly, all of the so-called experts 
are calling Bama’s 1986 recruiting year even 
better. While this group will have to prove it- 
self in future games, the early cheering 
among Bama faithful seems justified. There 
are no guarantees in recruiting, but a team 
that gets a large number of players that every 
other college team wanted is on the right 
track. And Alabama coaches certainly raked 
ina stack of blue chips. 

One recruiting analyst called Alabama's 
crop “unbelievable, just fabulous."’ Another 
rated Alabama’s year third in the nation be- 
hind UCLA and Michigan. 

And you know Alabama Head Footall 
Coach Ray Perkins had to be pleased. The 
hard work paid off. 

“What we did was virtually get everyone 
we wanted,”’ Perkins said. ‘On the surface 
we have not signed a better group since I've 
been here. It's a good group in terms of the 
true meaning of the student-athlete. I'm very 
proud of our staff." 

That's high praise, especially considering 
contributions from players whose last expe- 
rience came in high school. One thing partic- 
ularly pleasing to the Bama staff was that by 
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Charlie Abrams 


the end of February 24 of the 27 signees had 
already qualified for eligibility under the new, 
more stringent NCAA academic guidelines 
and Perkins expected all 27 to make the 
grade. 

Alabama got what it wanted. The Tide 
didn’t sign quite the number of linemen it 
wanted, but found 13 that Perkins thinks 
might fit the bill. Alabama wanted quarter- 
backs, and got some of the best recruits avail- 
able. They wanted a kicker, and got one. 
They wanted running backs, and got them. 
They wanted receivers, and got them. 

Says Perkins: ‘‘We filled some needs we 
wanted to fill and | think we signed some 
players in the particular positions we wanted 
to fill.” 

For the entire team. it means stiffer com- 
petition. And that can't do anything but 
make Alabama even better. 

Let the games begin. And for the next few 
years, here is who will be playing them for 
Alabama: 


Charlie Abrams worked on both sides of 
the football during his career at Demopolis, 
but has found a home at tight end with the 
Crimson Tide. He could take the place of 
graduating Thornton Chandler, but Abrams 


Danny Cash 


might play linebacker. At 6-4 and 220 
pounds, he was a part of The Tuscaloosa 
News’ Super 11 Team. He started three 
years at Demopolis for Coach Fred Schoen- 
rock. On the baseball diamond he led the 
state with 16 home runs in 1985 and may 
play baseball for the Tide. He has 4.75 speed 
in the 40-yard dash. He chose Alabama over 
Auburn and Georgia Tech. 

Danny Cash knows his way around the 
trenches. A 6-5, 274-pound offensive line- 
man from Spartanburg, South Carolina, Per- 
kins says Cash might see playing time as a 
true freshman. He was all-state two years in 
South Carolina, including being the state’s 
lineman of the year as a senior, and was hon- 
orable mention on two national teams. Cash 
can bench press more than 350 pounds. He 
picked the Tide over Auburn and Clemson. 

Jeff Dunn hasn't gotten the media atten- 
tion of quarterback prospect Billy Ray, but 
his credentials are also glowing. The 6-1 1/2, 
202-pound quarterback from Page High 
School in Greensboro, North Carolina, 
helped his team to three straight state titles, 
and was North Carolina’s Player of the Year 
last season. He will add to the ‘Who's going 
to replace Mike Shula?” battle of the future. 
He has 4.6 speed, and was an all-conference 
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safety as a junior. He found his way to Ala- 
bama over Auburn, North Carolina, Clem- 
son and LSU. 

Pierre Goode waited until after the Feb- 
ruary 12 signing day, but Alabama recruiters 
knew it was worth the wait. He is, simply put, 
a football hero. He touched the football on 
the average of eight times a game last year, 
but rushed for almost 1,900 yards. He set a 
state record for the most touchdowns scored 
in his career. He was 2A Player of the Year 
and scored all 23 points in Hazlewood's final 
win for the state championship. On the track, 
he topped four state records as a junior and 
is highly regarded as a hurdler. He won an 
AAU meet over the summer, and Alabama 
promises him a spot on the track team. If you 
put Goode up against the other state pros- 
pects in a foot race, Goode probably would 
win. After vacillating between colleges in the 
southeast and California, Pierre chose to join 
brothers Kerry and Chris in Crimson Tide 
uniforms. And he’s very welcome. Bama 
fans will have to wait a few years to see if the 
next Goode, Clyde Jr.. follows his brothers to 
Tuscaloosa. 

Spencer Hammond has “ended” up at 
Alabama after earning Georgia 2A Player of 
the Year honors. At 6-2, 215 from West 
Rome, he averaged eight tackles per game as 
defensive end. He also had three fumble re- 
coveries and seven quarterback sacks as the 
defensive leader of a team that won its fourth 
straight state title and didn’t give up a single 
point in its first 11 games. On offense, he 
caught 11 passes—seven for touchdowns. 
But Alabama will want him at defensive end 
or outside linebacker. He chose Alabama 
over Auburn. 
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Byron Holdbrooks made his mark on 
defenders as an offensive lineman, but it’s 
Holdbroooks’ defensive skills that Alabama 
recruited. At 6-5, 285 from Haleyville. he 
was part of The Birmingham News’ best 12 
and in the top 10 of a Tuscaloosa News list. 
He has bench pressed 530 pounds, a clue to 
his strength. He was a 5A All-State pick, and 
may find playing time in 1986. He picked 
Alabama over Auburn, Penn State and 
Tennessee. 

Gary Hollingsworth, they say, was the 
state’s sleeper prospect. The Tide found this 
sleeping beauty, and in a year or so will do 
his best to further complicate Alabama's 
soon-to-be complex quarterback situation. 
He is 6-4, 165 pounds, and will need some 
weight. But he'll have time. He did the job at 
Hamilton High. A pure drop-back passer, he 
fired 2,340 yards in passes and 21 touch- 
downs—best in the state. He was a Birming- 
ham News all-state honorable mention, and 
also is a blue chip baseball prospect. 

William Kent has some great statistics. 
but they could have been better “‘if we had 
let him play in the second half of our first six 
games,” said West Rome Coach Charles 
Winslett. But, like Hammond a part of the 
West Rome team that went 15-0 for another 
Georgia state title. the 6-0, 198-pound Kent 
didn't get to play all the time. Still, this four- 
year starter had 4,550 yards and 79 touch- 
downs in his career, including a 1,700-yard, 
27-touchdown effort in 1985. He averaged 
16 yards a carry and has 4.55 speed. He 
found his name on more than one All-Amer- 
ica team. He chose Alabama over Auburn. 

Grek Kiker is another of the beefy line- 
men that Alabama wanted and needed. And 


Spencer Hammonds 
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they got a winner in Kiker, a 6-3, 260-poun- 
der from Phenix City. He started two years. 
and earned 6A all-state honors last year. He 
did much of his blocking for James Joseph, a 
top running back prospect who signed with 
Auburn. Kiker can bench press more than 
400 pounds, and is projected to play guard at 
Alabama. He picked Alabama over Auburn 
and Georgia. 


David Lenoir has been projected to play 
defensive line for the Crimson Tide. At 6-4, 
250, he certainly played defense for Evan- 
gelical Christian in Memphis, Tennessee. He 
was ranked the third best lineman in Tennes- 
see by one newspaper, and his all-state rank- 
ing adds to his credentials. As a senior, he 
played both defensive end and offensive tac- 
kle. But Alabama may use him as defensive 
tackle. 

John Mangum Jr. has a father who 
made football news at Southern Mississippi, 
but Alabama won out in recruiting war. And 
it was a big win, too, because this 5-11, 178- 
pounder compiled some impressive statistics 
as the quarterback in Magee, Mississippi, 
with 900 yards rushing and 650 yards in the 
air, But the Tide likes his defensive back abil- 
ities, where he led his team with 138 tackles 
and six interceptions. Alabama has projected 
him at defensive back, and Perkins says he 
might be able to contribute in 1986. Man- 
gum can bench more than 400 pounds, and 
has 4.45 speed and a near-perfect grade 
point average. Southern Miss, LSU, Florida 
and Mississippi State all wanted Mangum. 

Lee Ozmint hurt his knee in a basketball 
game. but he'll be back at more than full 
speed when football season arrives. Asa 6-2, 
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202-pound wide receiver from Hanna High 
in Anderson, South Carolina, he earned ku- 
dos with his height, speed and ability to run 
with the ball. If he adds weight, he could 
move from wide receiver to tight end. He has 
4.5 speed and can high jump 6-10. He was a 
three-year starter at Hanna. In the Carolina 
all-star game, he scored two touchdowns and 
returned a punt 68 yards. He was all-state, 
All-South and on some All-America teams. 
He was also a fine basketball player until suf- 
fering his knee injury in midseason. The in- 
jury did not require surgery, but he was in a 
cast for three weeks. Georgia, South Caro- 
lina and Clemson went all out for him, but 
Ozmint signed with the Tide. 

Trent Patterson was a find from Syra- 
cuse, New York. As a 6-1, 280-pound nose 
guard, he shows his strength with bench 
presses of more than 450 pounds and shot 
put heaves of almost 60 feet, making him the 
defending New York state champion. With- 
out his shot put and with a helmet, he started 
three years as offensive and defensive tackle. 
He has 4.8 speed, and they say he explodes 
off the line. He was All-Region twice and All- 
State in 1985. Alabama won out over 
Syracuse. 

Kevin Penny, 6-5, 275, is not coming 
from as far away as New York, but this Hazel 
Green football star goes a long way in help- 
ing Alabama fill its need for big, strong line- 
men. He was 4A all-state this season, and 
owns 5.3 speed in the 40-yard dash. He can 
bench press 280 pounds, and started on 
both offense and defense for two seasons for 
Coach Steve Holland. 

Anthony Ramsey is a pass blocker of the 
future for Alabama. His Top 15 ranking by 
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Gary Hollingsworth 
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The Jackson Clarion-Ledger and all-state 
honors show his potential. He’s got some 
growth left in his body, and he’s already 6-4, 
280. He can bench press 355 pounds. Ram- 
sey picked Alabama over LSU and Florida 
State. 

Billy Ray has already had dozens of sto- 
ries written about the dozens of recruiters 
who wanted him, which is to be expected of 
perhaps the number one prospect in the 
Southeast playing the number one position 
on a football team. He is a 6-4, 205-pound 
quarterback from Dunwoody High of At- 
lanta. In his three years as a quarterback, he 
completed 58 percent of his 557 passes for 
4,345 yards and 26 touchdowns. He aver- 
aged 61.8 yards rushing a game. He scored 
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(  _ 
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six touchdowns on the ground. As a senior, 
he completed 109 of 188 passes for 1,308 
yards and six touchdowns. He is already 
being compared to Joe Namath, and has al- 
ready had as much scouting attention. He 
narrowed down his choices to six schools, 
and then two—Alabama and Georgia Tech. 
But when signing day came February 12, he 
cited Alabama’s quarterback tradition and 
other Crimson qualities when he signed with 
the Tide. 

Chris Robinette was decidedly the best 
center prospect in the state, and one of the 
best in the Southeast. He played guard, cen- 
ter and tackle at Enterprise High School, and 
was a 6A all-state selection this season. He is 
6-3, 238 and named to several state news- 
papers’ most-wanted lists. He has 5.1 speed 
in the 40-yard dash. He may work as both 
long and short snapper for the Crimson Tide. 
It ranks as something of a coup for Bama to 
have landed Robinette since his sister attends 
Auburn. 

Lee Rockwell has a last name that Ala- 
bama fans know. His older brother, Randy, is 
a senior linebacker for the Crimson Tide. 
Lee, 6-2, 210 from Fairhope High in 
Daphne. led the 11-2 Pirates with 76 tackles, 
four fumble recoveries and 12 quarterback 
sacks. The Crimson Tide wants him at line- 
backer, just like big brother. And next year, 
there’s yet another Rockwell brother who will 
find his name on recruiting sheets. The family 
connection helped Alabama land another 
needed big man. 

Lamonde Russell, 6-2, 180, did it all 
during his career at Oneonta High School. 
He may have started the season as a recruit- 
ing unknown to the general public, but he 
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was known by college coaches and was 3A 
Player of the Year in Alabama when it ended. 
He started two games at quarterback before 
moving to receiver, where he received most 
of his attention. He caught 41 passes for 
1,029 yards and 19 touchdowns as a split 
end, averaged 9 yards a carry as a back, had 
almost 1,500 all-purpose yards, and still 
found time for defensive back, kicker and all- 
state basketball player and honor student. 
Alabama wants him as a wide receiver. 
Roger Shultz was Georgia’s 4A All-State 
center. At 6-2, 240, he was the latest lineman 
hero from Peachtree High School of Atlanta. 
He earned trips to both Georgia and Geor- 
gia-Georgia-Florida All-Star games. He’s 
also a shot put man for the track and field 


John Mangum 


team and Georgia's top-ranked heavyweight 
wrestler. He has an “‘A*‘* average, and also 
was on the all-city team. He picked Alabama 
over Mississippi State, Duke and Ohio State. 

Mike Smith, 5-10, 170, was a real steal 
for the Crimson Tide. A defensive back from 
Buchholz High in Gainesville, Florida, one 
recruiting expert says the Tide “‘stole this one 
right out from under the nose”’ of the home- 
town Florida Gators. And what a steal. He 
was first-team all-state, and earned recogni- 
tion from several Florida newspapers and re- 
cruiting guides. He has 4.5 speed in the 40. 
His grades are nothing to worry about, be- 
cause he carries a 2.8 on a 3.0 scale. Florida, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Florida State and Miami all 
received visits from Smith before he signed 


Lee Ozmint 


with the Tide. 

Robert Stewart was just one of two run- 
ning backs the Tide signed. At 6-1, 242, this 
bull-of-a-fullback from Houston County was 
regarded as one of the top prospects in the 
country. He had 4,471 yards in his four 
years, but was slowed some with minor in- 
juries during his senior campaign. In 1985's 
six games he picked up 1,020 yards after 
leading the state with 2,155 yards as a junior. 
He made his verbal commitment to Alabama 
over Auburn in November. Several news- 
papers in the state had him in their top 10 of 
recruits. 

Scott Tucker makes his way to Alabama 
from Rockwell, Maryland, where he was a 
member of a 2A all-star team for Maryland, 


Trent Patterson 


Kevin Penny 


Anthony Ramsey 


’BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH ’86 


Billy Ray 


Atlanta Journal Photo 


Washington, D.C. and Virginia. Tucker 
played both offensively and defensively dur- 
ing his career, but as a senior was limited to 
offensive work except for goalline stand sit- 
uations. He is 6-5 1/2, 255 pounds, but once 
weighed in at well over 300. Although his 
father, Bruce, played football for Maryland, 
Scott had always been an Alabama fan. He 
had films of his games sent to Alabama 
coaches. When Bama offered a scholarship, 
Duke, Virginia Tech, North Carolina and 
Maryland all received polite ‘‘nos” to their 
offers. 

Alan Ward as an incoming freshman will 
be making a run at Bama kicker Van Tiffin. 
He’s that good. A 6-0, 175-pound place- 
kicker from Pensacola, Florida, Escambia 
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County High, recruiting publications gener- 
ally listed him either number one or number 
two in the nation. He had 17 field goals last 
year, including shots from 57 and 58 yards. 
He has 10 field goals that won games in over- 
time, and 32 field goals in his career—fourth 
highest in the nation’s history. 

Glenn Watts, a 6-4, 255-pound defen- 
sive tackle, moved from Lithonia, Georgia, to 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, where he starred for 
Plantation South High. And soon he will 
move to Tuscaloosa. He was chosen one of 
the top defensive line prospects in the nation, 
and averaged 18 tackles a game as a middle 
linebacker. Alabama likes him as a defensive 
tackle, but he might play offense. He was Alll- 
South as a junior and senior. He has 4.8 
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speed in the 40 and an “‘A” average. Perkins 
names him as one who might play in 1986. 
Watts canceled visits to Clemson, Tennessee 
and Florida after announcing for the Tide. 
Willie Wyatt was another top defensive 
line prospect that Alabama got. He was 5A 
Player of the Year, the second season for a 
player from Gardendale High. He was all- 
state in both his junior and senior seasons, 
He is 6-2, 248 and played both offensive and 
defensive line for Gardendale. He has 4.9 
speed, and is one of the state’s better wres- 
tlers and linemen. However, it may be that 
what Willie Wyatt did from an academic 
standpoint is more impressive than his ath- 
letic skills. After making an 8 on the ACT 
exam—well under what is now required for 
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college football eligibility—he attended a 
night course on how to take standardized 
tests and raised his ACT score to 18, well 
above the national requirement. Alabama 
may try him at noseguard. Wyatt picked Ala- 
bama over Tennessee. 

Mike Zuga wasn't last on the Alabama re- 
cruiting list. At 6-2 1/2, 241, the only thing 
that kept this offensive lineman from 
Newnan, Georgia, from being even more 
highly regarded is his size. Still, he was one of 
the top five center prospects in the nation. He 
will play in both the Georgia All-Star game 
and Georgia-Florida All-Star game. He was 
first team center on the Bally All-America 
team, and has a 3.5 grade point average. He 
picked Alabama over Auburn and Duke. 
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The Near Misses 

There have been years when Alabama 
was on the verge of having a great recruiting 
season only to have a few top prospects get 
away at the last moment. There are always 
going to be losses when a team goes after the 
very best and 1986 was no exception. How- 
ever, the success was so great that Bama 
losses this year don’t hurt. 

Conceivably Alabama could have given 
three more scholarships. Among those who 
almost accepted Tide offers were prep All- 
America center Chris Bromley of Pensacola, 
Florida (who opted for Florida instead), de- 
fensive tackle Darrell Kirby of Orlando, Flor- 
ida (Oklahoma), defensive tackle Thomas 
Rayam of Orlando (not yet signed, but ex- 
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pected to pick either Oklahoma or Florida), 
defensive lineman Harold Jones of Bristow, 
Oklahoma (Oklahoma), Lamar Williams of 
Pensacola (Florida State, and who may not 
have been offered a scholarship because of 
his academic standing), Jeff Maloof of At- 
lanta (Georgia Tech), and Tony Robertson of 
Jackson, Mississippi (Mississippi State). 

Perkins said that he offered ‘‘about 70” 
scholarships to get the 27 signees Bama 
landed. He also admitted to withdrawing one 
scholarship offer. Although he didn’t volun- 
teer information as to whom he withdrew an 
Alabama scholarship offer, it is widely be- 
lieved to have involved Brad Johnson of 
Cherokee County in Centre, who signed 
with Auburn. 
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Daniel A. Moore 


THE TRADITION CONTINUES. 


The tradition of fine Art Classics such as “The Goal Line Stand,” 
“The Coach and 315,” and “Liberty” continues with artist 
Daniel A. Moore’s beautiful new release, “The Kick.” 


Full-Color Edition (shown above). Published from the 
original oil painting, this edition is strictly limited to 1985 prints, 
each signed and numbered by the artist. In addition, there are 90 
Artist's Proofs which are also available. In keeping with the artist's 
exacting standards, permanent inks and conservator’s grade 
paper have been implemented in the production of this exquisite 
lithograph. The print has an image area of 16" X 25” plus ample 
margins. Each full-color print is accompanied by a certificate of 
authenticity. 


Gold Embossing. We are 
embossing this handsome, 24-k gold 
coin design in the bottom margin of 
each full-color print at no extra 
charge. It is carefully engraved in 
detail like the coin used for the coin 
toss in the middle of Legion Field 
prior to the 50th Annual Iron Bowl 
on November 30th, 1985. bimecn as 


(Shown approximate size) 


ORDER FORM AMOUNT 
Full-Color Edition. (J Unframed — $125.00 Qty 


(1 Framed $240.00 = Quy 


Artist's Proofs. (J Unframed — $250.00 Qty 
C) Framed $365.00 Qty. 
Sales Tax. — Alabama residents mest add 5% 


Shipping. Add $4. for each order of 
unframed prints 
Add $6. for each tramed print 


Prices subject to change without notice TOTAL AMOUNT $ 


(CD Please find check or money order enclosed for total amount 
(CD Please charge total to my [J VISA [1] MASTERCARD [7] AMERICAN EXPRESS 


CARD # 
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Spring Football: 


Building For The Future 


by Kirk McNair 


There are some holes to 
fill, but Bama is farther 
along this year 


labama football coaches have been busy 

for the past few months getting players 
for future football seasons. In the next few 
weeks they'll begin getting the ones already 
on hand prepared for the 1986 season. 

Spring football practice begins March 17, 
the day all Alabama students return from 
spring break, and concludes with the annual 
A-Day game April 19. The Tide will have 20 
practices-including the Red-White game—in 
that month. Spring training is not fun, but 
Alabama Head Coach Ray Perkins used a 
format last year that made it more produc- 
tive. That scheme will be used again this 
year. Bama will practice Mondays, Wednes- 
days, Fridays and Saturdays. Mondays and 
Wednesdays will be physical workdays, Fri- 
days learning days and Saturdays scrimmage 
days. 

Last year that method resulted in fewer 
lost practice days to minor injuries, the 
“nicks’’ as Perkins calls them. Players had 
time to recuperate from minor sprains and 
bruises on the off days. Whatit didn’t prevent 
were some serious knee injuries-five of them 
last spring. Two of those who were injured 
last spring will be held out again this spring, 
while two will be practicing. A fifth has given 
up football. Noseguard Cliff Thomas and 
walkon linebacker Tripp Derryberry will be 
held out again this spring. They'll be joined 
on the sidelines by outside linebacker Randy 
Rockwell, who was injured against LSU; of- 
fensive linemen Gary Otten and Waymon 
McGriff, both injured in the preseason last 
August; and walkon center Scott Meredith, 
injured during the season last year. All but 
McGriff, who had an ankle injury and who 
has also been ill, fell victim to knee injuries. 

Wide receiver Darryl Thomas and offen- 
sive lineman Butch Lewis (who was able to 
snap on field goal and extra point attempts 
last season) will return to drills this spring. Bill 
Jordan, who had moved from offensive tac- 
kle to defensive tackle before being injured 
late last spring, has reportedly given up foot- 
ball, as has offensive tackle Allan Brown, a 
former knee injury victim. 

Two Tiders are missing football in order to 
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participate in spring sports, wide receiver 
Greg Richardson with the track team, defen- 
sive back Shannon Felder with the baseball 
squad. 

t doesn’t take a wizard to figure out Bama’s 

most pressing need, but it may take one to 
solve it this spring. Jon Hand at left tackle and 
Brent Sowell and Larry Roberts at right tac- 
kle have completed their college football eli- 
gibility. Only nosequard Curt Jarvis (who has 
also played tackle) returns in Alabama's 
starting defensive front. Perkins calls the de- 
fensive line the spring's number one priority. 
There are a handful of Tiders with limited ex- 
perience returning in the defensive front, in- 
cluding nosequards Tommy Cole and 
Anthony Smith and tackles Willie Ryles, Der- 
rick Slaughter and Darryl Whetstone. Benny 
Atkinson was redshirted last year as a 
freshman. 

Although Bama’s secondary returns intact 
two deep, Perkins indicated late last season 
that he was not pleased with performance in 
the defensive backfield. That is priority num- 
ber two this spring. Freddie Robinson has re- 
ceived all-star mention for his play at left 
cornerback, but he'll be challenged this 
spring. Todd Richardson had been expected 
to participate with the track team this spring, 
but he'll work for the job at cornerback in- 
stead. Britton Cooper moved from safety to 
comerback last year and when Vernon Wilk- 
inson was injured Cooper took over. Wilk- 
inson regained his job in late season. Kermit 
Kendrick was one of the outstanding fresh- 
men participating for Bama this year, earning 
the job at safety. That enabled Rory Turner 
to move to strong safety, where he will com- 
pete with Ricky Thomas (who was injured 
part of last season) and Shon Lee. Steve Wil- 
son and Chris Goode did most of their play- 
ing on the kicking teams, but could move into 
the secondary picture with strong spring 
work. Perkins has also hinted that some play- 
ers could be moved from other positions to 
the secondary, but has not announced any 
switches, 

Third priority in the spring is the offensive 
line. Although only one starter graduated 


from a front that performed admirably last 
year, Bama has to be considered lucky to 
have gotten through the year with no more 
depth than was available. After returning 
starter Gary Otten was injured in preseason 
drills freshman Larry Rose stepped into the 
starting job at strongside tackle. Rose, strong- 
side guard Larry Condon, center Wes Neigh- 
bors, quickside guard David Gilmer and 
quickside tackle Hoss Johnson started 12 
games. Only Gilmer has completed his eligi- 
bility. However, the ranks are thin behind 
those starters, particularly at center. Jeff 
Bentley has had experience (including some 
starting time in 1984) at quickside tackle, 
quickside guard and center. He and John 
Fruhmorgen at expected to battle for the va- 
cant quickside guard spot. Sophomore Mike 
Burkett is coming off a knee injury, but if he 
can go he'll work at center. Butch Lewis may 
also be at center this spring, although his pre- 
vious experience other than as a snapper on 
kicks has been at guard. Joe King was 
backup to Rose last year, but he'll have an 
opportunity to earn a starting job some- 
where. The only other experienced backup 
lineman is strong guard George Salem. Two 
redshirted freshmen, Andy Anderson and 
Tray Pruet, will work at offensive line 
positions. 
Eee has two offensive positions where 
starters have graduated—fullback and 
tight end. Last spring Mike Bobo was a pleas- 
ant surprise at fullback, but during the season 
he saw only limited work except in short yar- 
dage blocking situations. Doug Allen, who is 
very small (listed at 5-9, 180) by traditional 
fullback standards, saw duty at that position 
last fall. Carlos Robinson (5-11, 186) was a 
fullback as a freshman in 1984, then limited 
almost exclusively to special teams play last 
year. David Casteal will be trying to come 
back after a 1984 knee injury. Bernard Ben- 
nett is a redshirted freshman. 

Howard Cross was Bama’s number two 
tight end last year, but did not catch a pass. 
He was used almost exclusively in short yar- 
dage blocking situations as a second tight 
end. Earnest Carroll has also seen some 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH '86 


Cornelius Bennett probably won't be over- 
worked this spring. Tide coaches know what 
he can do. Spectrum-Southeast Photo 


playing time at tight end over the past few 
years, but always as a blocker. 

Under the heading of ‘What A Difference 
A Year Makes,” consider Alabama's quarter- 
back situation. This time last year Mike Shula 
would have been no more than an even bet 
to come out of spring practice as the Tide’s 
number one quarterback. This year he will 
come out of it as the returning All-Southeast- 
ern Conference quarterback. His status is not 
in jeopardy during spring training. However, 
a priority of the spring should be to find a 
solid backup man at the most important po- 
sition on a football team. Last year walkon 
Mike Smith edged ahead of Vince Sutton, 
who had been a parttime starter in 1984 asa 
freshman, and Gene Newberry. Even with a 
handful of highly-regarded freshmen due in 
next fall, it would be good for Bama to have 
confidence in a backup man at the end of 
spring. 

It should be pleasant to watch the action at 
three Tide offensive positions this spring. A 
handful of very talented tailbacks and wide 
receivers should make competition for jobs at 
running back, split end and flanker very 
keen. At tailback the returning number one is 
Gene Jelks, who finished up his freshman 
year in grand style, being named most valu- 
able player in the win over Auburn and most 
valuable offensive player in the victory over 
Southern Cal in the Aloha Bowl. He'll be 
pushed by Kerry Goode, who was just as 
outstanding in his freshman year before 
being injured and held out of all but a few 
plays of the past two seasons, and Bobby 
Humphrey, whose freshman year last season 
was just a bit behind Jelks’. Although he was 
injured part of the year, another freshman— 
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Murry Hill—showed flashes of brilliance. De- 
pendable Chester Braggs is coming up on his 
senior season. Don McClain is a redshirted 
sophomore. Wayne Shaw, John Cassimus 
and George Scruggs were redshirted 
freshmen. 

The top five wide receivers from last 
year—Al Bell and Angelo Stafford at flanker 
and Greg Richardson, Clay Whitehurst and 
Greg Payne—all return for 1985. Although 
Richardson won't be taking part in spring 
drills, that position won't lack for competi- 
tion. The return of Darryl Thomas, who was 
outstanding in spring training last year before 
suffering his injury, and the addition of red- 
shirted freshman Marco Battle to the receiv- 
ing corps add spice to an already exciting 
facet of the Bama offense. 

Because Bama has so many talented play- 
ers at the running back and wide receiver 
spots, Perkins is giving thought to working 
with the run-and-shoot offense that features 
three to five receivers. Although that would 
not seem likely to become the staple attack 
under Perkins—who has demonstrated that 
he thinks physical, conservative football is 
winning football-practicing the wide open of- 
fense might give Bama some attractive op- 
tions later. 


he defense also has a couple of positions 

stacked with returning all-star types. At 
outside linebacker Cornelius Bennett is all 
but unchallenged on the strong side. Craig 
Epps and Philip Brown are behind him. With 
Rockwell out this spring, two men who came 
through last year will be battling for the start- 
ing job. Freshman Derrick Thomas was a 
parttime starter in place of Bennett, who 
missed three games with an injury last year, 
then moved to Rockwell's spot. Lydell Mitch- 
ell, who missed the Aloha Bow! with an in- 
jury, also played at Rockwell's weak side 
position. Another freshman, George Be- 
thune, is also a candidate for playing time at 
outside linebacker. 

At the two inside linebacker spots Bama 
returns its two leading tacklers from 1985. 
Wayne Davis at left inside linebacker and Joe 
Godwin on the right side are returning start- 
ers, while Greg Gilbert and Willie Shephard 
were top backup men. Desmond Holoman 
and Bo Wright did most of their playing on 
specialty teams last season, but will be can- 
didates for inside linebacker spots this spring. 

Alabama returns the bulk of its kicking 
game, including placekicker Van Tiffin, pun- 
ter Chris Mohr, snappers Darin Whitlock and 
Butch Lewis, holder Larry Abney, kickoff re- 
turn star Bobby Humphrey and punt return 
man Greg Richardson (who will not be in 
spring training), but for the most part this 


Although center Wes Neighbors (54) and 
quarterback Mike Shula (11) are established 
Bama stars, a need from spring training is to 
find backup men for those positions. 
Spectrum-Southeast Photo 


spring the kickers will work by themselves on 
their kicking skills. Traditionally teams put the 
overall kicking game into plans in fall work, 


ae says he is “‘more anxious to get 
started on spring training this year’’ fol- 
lowing a 9-2-1 campaign than he was follow- 
ing 1984's 5-6 year “because | think we can 
havea real good football team. This past year 
I didn’t know how good we could be. I felt we 
had to really be tight on things, not make 
mistakes, not hurt ourselves, stay healthy, 
and so on. And | think we did most of those 
things. 

“This year we've got to keep on that track. 
One reason for that is we've probably got the 
toughest schedule we've ever had, certainly 
one of them.” 

Last spring featured a shakeup in the 
coaching assignments, including Perkins tak- 
ing over the quarterbacks himself. ““We had 
good talent to win as many games as we did, 
but you have to give some credit to our staff, 
too,”’ said Perkins. ‘‘I think they did an ex- 
cellent job. And that’s why things will go 
smoothly this year with our new coaches.” 

Since early January all returning Tide foot- 
ball players have been going through an off- 
season program. “‘l think it’s been going 
well,”” said Perkins. ‘However, we do have 
some who weigh too much. They need to get 
that off. | think a primary benefit of the off- 
season program is making players mentally 
tougher, particularly young players. That will 
be a big key for us this year—having players 
who are mentally tough.”’ 
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Baseball Outlook: 
ee ee eee 


Hoping For Greatness 


by Charles Callaghan 


If pitching comes through, 
Tide should finish high 


labama Head Baseball Coach Barry 

Shollenberger knows a good team when 
he sees one. He has also seen great teams, 
including the 1983 Crimson Tide team that 
finished second in the nation. Going into the 
1986 season he says “I know we are going to 
be a good team, but I hope we'll be great. 

“A team becomes great if it continues to 
improve throughout the season and peaks at 
the right time, the right time being tourna- 
ment time. That's part of my job; to help the 
team peak at the right time.”’ 

Last year Bama proved what the experts 
have said all along: pitching is the difference 
between a good team and a great one. Shol- 
lenberger’s most inexperienced Bama team 
struggled to a 30-23 record, 10-14 in South- 
eastern Conference play, due mainly to a 
thin pitching staff that was decimated by 
injuries. 

In an effort to shore up last year’s weak- 
ness, seven new hurlers have been brought 
in. Early indications are that Bama’s mound 
staff has been considerably strengthened, 
but there is always concern about throwing 
rookies against the bats of SEC teams. 

Alabama is being considered among the 
elite in at least one poll. The ESPN/Collegiate 
Baseball preseason ratings put Bama 16th in 
the nation, the highest ranking of any SEC 
team. However, another publication, Base- 
ball America, has the Crimson Tide only sixth 
in the SEC. 

Although Bama pitching may be consid- 
ered a question mark, Alabama offense 
could be an exclamation point. Seven start- 
ers including the designated hitter return 


Alabama Head Baseball Coach Barry Shol- 
lenberger is looking forward to the 1986 sea- 
son. He has quality and depth at all 
positions and the Tide should be potent at 
the plate. The question mark is the pitching. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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from last year’s team that had a .325 batting 
average and pounded out 68 home runs and 
batted in 367 runs. Bama averaged 7.7 runs 
per game in 1985, The 68 homers broke the 
record of 66 set by the SEC championship 
team that finished second in the College 
World Series. “We've got seven position 
players who have been here before, but that 
works two ways,”’ said Shollenberger. ‘‘Al- 
most everybody is back from a team that 
wasn't up to our standards, But the new play- 
ers we have coming in haven't been able to 
dislodge them. I’m sure we'll have good 
depth.” 

Shollenberger expects Bama to be a 
strong offensive team. ‘‘I'll shake the hand of 
any pitcher who shuts us out for nine in- 
nings,”” Shollenberger said, ‘‘That’s not to 
say it won't happen. I think we'll be a big in- 
ning type team, at least early in games. We 
have people who can bunt and handle the 
bat and run, so we can play for one run with 
the hit and run and so on if we have to. But 
we've got some people who can hit the balla 
long way.” 


he infield has three of four starters return- 

ing, but the one hole is a big one to fill. 
Gone is third baseman Ted McClendon 
(.319, 17 doubles, 55 runs batted in), a two- 
year starter at the hot corner. Senior Eddie 
Looper (.290, 10 homers, 38 runs batted in) 
will get the starting nod at third after playing 
first base last year. Junior transfer Brooks 
Lee, formerly a shortstop, is the number two 
man at third. 

Returning at shortstop is senior Tim Sims 
(.311, eight doubles, 22 runs batted in), who 
played solid ball for the Tide down the stretch 
last year. Junior college transfer Ralph Lu- 
sian, who is capable of playing any infield po- 
sition, will make shortstop one of Bama’s 
strongest spots. 

Second base will be manned for the sec- 
ond consecutive year by Mike Qualls (.314, 
15 doubles, 24 runs batted in). The senior 
will work with Sims to give Alabama an ex- 
perienced double play combination. Fresh- 
man David Lammel, who has been out of 
baseball for a year, will be the backup. 

With Looper moving to third base, first 
base is being contested for by Mark Wiggins, 
a fifth year senior who has seen limited action 
in a reserve role, and sophomore Mark 
Lundy. Shollenberger sees it as a good situ- 
ation. ‘In Mark we've got an intelligent 
player who knows how to play the game and 
won't get you beat. In Mark we have a pow- 
erful hitter.”’ Wiggins is a righthanded batter, 
Lundy lefthanded. 

Virtually everyone considers catcher to be 
an Alabama strong point. Doug Duke (see 
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Gordie Hershiser 


page 16) is a preseason All-America, but 
Shollenberger thinks the Tide would be in 
pretty good shape even without Duke. “'l 
can’t imagine any team in the country which 
has three starting catchers,” said the Bama 
head coach. ‘Pat Bailey and Chris Barnes 
would start for most any other team in the 
SEC.” Bailey, a junior, was the designated 
hitter when not catching last year. He hit 388 
in the final 27 games last year and finished 
with an average of .367 with 11 home runs 
and 50 runs batted in, 

The outfield is missing only one starter 
from last year, but it’s a big loss. Allan Stall- 
ings has graduated with his .341 average, 16 
doubles and 38 runs batted in. He was also 
an outstanding defensive player in center 
field. Junior Ted Williams (.286, three ho- 
mers, 11 runs batted in), who platooned in 
left field last year, could be in center field this 
season. He’s battling junior college transfer 
Omar Fernandez. If Williams is not in center, 
he could be back in left field. Senior Kurt 
Prewitt (.382, four doubles, 17 runs batted 
in), who shared the position in 1985, is also 
a candidate for the left field job. Junior David 
Turner is expected to see playing time in left 
field, particularly for defensive purposes. 
Right field will again be held down by senior 
Mike Twardoski (.329, 17 doubles, 23 runs 
batted in), who has the higherst field average 
(.969) of any returning outfielder. Ken 
Trusky, the only scholarshipped freshman on 
the team, is the backup man in right. 


pe will be the key to Alabama suc- 
cess, says Shollenberger. ‘Pitching is 
what will determine how far we go, whether 
it's to Omaha (Nebraska, site of the College 
World Series) or home at the end of the SEC 
season. The way we swing the bats we'll 


score plenty of runs and we'll play good 


defense.” 
The culprit last year was injuries to a cou- 


ple of all-star caliber performers, righthan- 
ders Gordie Hershiser and Paul Miroche. 
Hershiser has apparently recovered from 
surgery to repair a tendon in his elbow and is 
back for his junior season. “The biggest 
problem I see on this ball club this year is that 
we don’t have a number one pitcher,” said 
Shollenberger. “‘We've got a bunch of Indi- 
ans, but there’s no chief. I’m talking about a 
guy who can go out every Saturday night 
against all the other SEC teams, take on the 
other team's top pitcher against the big 
crowds, and give me five consistently good 
innings.”’ If Hershiser’s recovery is as com- 
plete as advertised, he could become that 
chief. Before his injury last year he was 3-1 
with a 3.18 earned run average. Miroche is 
expected to miss this season following 
surgery. 

Bama has three other pitchers with SEC 
experience, sophomores Mike Sodders, a 
lefthander who was 4-5 last year, and Mere- 
dith Sanford, a righthander who was winless 
in three decisions last season. Both are 
scheduled to be starters this season. ““The 
best thing about freshmen pitchers,” said 
Shollenberger, “‘is that they become sopho- 
more pitchers.” 

The workhorse of the Tide pitching corps 
is senior Greg Hibbard, a lefthander who saw 
action in a school record 36 games as Bama’s 
short relief man last year. He’ll be in that role 
again this year. Last season Hibbard had a 5- 
3 record and nine saves and had 57 strike- 
outs with an earned run average of 3.59. 

More pitching strength was needed and 
Shollenberger brought it in from the junior 
college ranks. ‘‘We’ve brought some new 
arms in here and they've pushed those four 
to the limit as far as competing with them,” 
said the Tide coach. Lefthanders Pete Rob- 
erts and Todd Poelstra and righthanders 
Chris Taylor, Jake Stout and Mike Sander 
are all capable of landing a starting spot. 
Roberts has been drafted twice in major 
league baseball's first round. 

College baseball players are eligible for the 
draft following junior seasons and this year 
could be a big one for professional scouts 
around Sewell-Thomas Field. “There’s a 
possibility we could have more players 
drafted off this team than any other since I’ve 
been here,”’ Shollenberger said. ‘In 1983 we 
had six players drafted. This team could have 
twice that many.” 

The SEC has a new format this year with 
each of the 10 teams playing the other nine 
one three-game series. This year Bama has 
five home series, four road series. 
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Doug Duke: 


What A Catch 


by Tommy Deas 


There’s good reason to 
believe his best is ahead 


aseball is more than just a dream for Ala- 
bama Crimson Tide All-American 
catcher Doug Duke. 

In fact, it’s a dream come true. Since he 
was a child, Duke has been playing baseball, 
and since he was a child he has dreamed 
about making it big. Now, entering his junior 
season with the Crimson Tide, Duke has 
gained All-America recognition and is pro- 
jected as a high pick in the professional base- 
ball draft. 

“Just like every little kid in Little League,” 
Duke says, “I dreamed of playing major 
league baseball. I’ve been catching since | 
was nine, and | was always pretending I was 
Johnny Bench. I’ve always looked up to pro 
athletes and he was the best. At the time he 
was probably the best player around, and he 
always will be to me. 

“It was probably since my junior year in 
high school that I saw I was getting a little bit 
better than most of my friends. Nobody ever 
said anything to me about it. I kind of put two 
and two together and saw that I might have a 
chance to keep playing after high school if I 
worked hard enough.” 

Duke still dreams about a career in base- 
ball, but now his dreams are not those of a 
naive child. They are the dreams of someone 
who can see the opportunity on the horizon. 

“T'm looking at it as a career goal,’’ Duke 
says, “hopefully to play for many more 
years. I hope to one day make it in the major 
leagues and make a living in baseball.” 

That dream is not only fueled by baseball, 
though. Duke says part of the desire to make 
it big buns in him because of his decision to 
give up high school football after his junior 
year to concentrate on baseball. 

When Duke told his football coaches at 
Tuscaloosa’s Central High School that he 
wouldn’t be back to start as a lineman his 
senior year, he says he was at a turning point 
in his climb to baseball success. 

“| thought about it, and I got hurt an awful 
lot playing football,” Duke said. “I’ve always 
been a little bit better in baseball. | had gotten 
a little better in baseball and I thought I had a 


Although Alabama’s Doug Duke is consid- 
ered an excellent catcher, it is his offense 
more than his defense that has made him a 


preseason All-America selection. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


chance to make it. Just being in Tuscaloosa 
and seeing guys like Marty Lyons and Jackie 
Cline—those guys are huge. I’m not that big, 
but I’m perfect for a catcher. 

“I had a lot of friends who tumed their 
backs on me. That probably hurt me the 
most. I found a lot about who my friends are. 
| talked a lot to Coach (Norm) Lacy (a former 
Tide baseball standout, now baseball coach 
at Central) and he helped me out a lot. He 
never said one way or another, but he told 
me to do what | thought was best.” 

In choosing baseball over football, Duke 
says he took a lot of flack from his football 
coaches at Central. He says that drove him to 
work harder to prove himself, and he says 
that it still drives him. 

“To have some of the coaches at Central 
say you're making a big mistake, that you’re 
not a baseball player, you're a football 
player, made me want to prove to them that 
I was a baseball player,”’ Duke says. 

“| just said ‘I'm a baseball player.’ It’s 
never gone out of my heart, the things they 
said, and whenever I get lazy I look to that. I 
thank them for that in a way, because | still 
think about it and it still makes me want to get 
better.” 

So when the 6-foot-1, 210-pound power 
hitter began to go through the recruiting pro- 
cess, he was widely sought, especially in the 
Southeastern Conference. In the end, 
though, it was the hometown atmosphere 
and the tradition of playing for Alabama that 
made him cast his lot for Coach Barry Shol- 
lenberger’s Crimson Tide. 

“Being from Tuscaloosa, Alabama is in my 
heart,” Duke says. “When it came down to 
Mississippi State or Alabama, it was no 
choice. It was my pleasure to sign with Ala- 
bama. This is my hometown, and it always 
will be.” 


s many star athletes coming out of high 
hool, Duke wasn’t prepared to take a 
secondary status when he arrived at Ala- 
bama. He played behind senior Frank Vel- 
legia his freshman year, and Duke says it 
took time for him to adjust to being just an- 
other player. 

“It was tough at first,” Duke says. ‘‘I took 
it the wrong way, being a freshman. That's 
the only pressure there was, being from 
around here and everybody knowing me 
and knowing how much | was playing. 

“] finally said, ‘If I’m not going to play, I'm 
going to learn something.’ I starting learning 
from Frank and we became good friends. 
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He's just a tremendous catcher defensively 
and with his leadership. He was just like an 
extension of Coach Shollenberger on the 
field. 

“After about halfway through the year, | 
realized that | was going to be here for four 
years and I needed to start looking like a ball 
player and quit acting like a baby. | finally got 
my first start and | got a hit.” 

Duke dedicated himself to studying Shol- 
lenberger and Vellegia from the dugout and 
learning more about calling a game and con- 
trolling the game as a catcher. After the sea- 
son, he went with Vellegia to play in a high- 
level summer league in Baltimore. 

“T totally changed my first year here,”’ 
Duke says, ‘but the summer really clinched 
it.” 

In Baltimore, Duke went through a rigor- 
ous schedule of one game per day during the 
week and two on Sunday, a 90-game sum- 
mer schedule. ‘“You go up there to play and 
play every day,” Duke says. He also went to 
learn to take care of himself and be away 
from home for the first time. 

“It's amazing,’’ Duke says, “You feel like 
Tuscaloosa is a big town, but the pace up 
there is real fast. People from all over are real 
different, and you learn a lot about life. 

“LT couldn’t go home for anything. | put 
myself up there to play and to grow up. | feel 
that was the main reason for what I have 
done at Alabama.” 

Shollenberger agrees that Duke’s maturity 
over his first year at Alabama was a big force 
in his impact on the team. 

“If you check SEC programs,” Shollen- 
berger said, “you won't see a whole lot of 
freshmen coming in and playing, no matter 
how good they are, except maybe some 
pitchers. It's no knock against Doug. 

“As it worked out, he did get to play and 
get some experience. He got to make all the 
road trips and he got to go to Baltimore and 
play that summer, and that’s really the back- 
ground that he came in under to have such a 
great year last year,”’ 

Le year is what made Duke a star status 

player. He led the team with a .388 bat- 
ting average, and also led with 67 runs batted 
in, 142 total bases, a .798 slugging percent- 
age and 22 home runs. He was named sec- 
ond team All-America by Baseball America 
and first team All-SEC. His 22 home runs 
were a school record, and he needs just 10 
this season to set the mark for career home 
runs at Alabama. 

Shollenberger says that Duke is valuable 
to the Tide for more than just his offense. 

“Any baseball coach at any level, espe- 
cially the higher levels, will tell you your day- 
in and day-out defense starts behind home 
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plate," Shollenberger says. “It’s so important 
defensively that some teams are willing to 
give up offense at that position. 

“What Doug has done (offensively) is just 
icing on the cake for us.” 

Could Shollenberger ask for anything 
more in a catcher? 

“No, except that, like Doug will tell you, he 
still has some areas where he can improve. 
That's scary,”’ 

What's even scarier are some things Duke 
has already done. A couple of moments from 
last season that really stand out are the ones 
that came under true adversity. 

Like the game-winning home run he hit off 
Mississippi State star pitcher Jeff Brantley in 
Starkville. 

“Playing at Mississippi State is unbelieva- 
ble,” Duke says. “To have a good game 
against an All-America there and hitting the 
game-winning home run is the kind of thing 
a little kid dreams about. 

“| think playing in front of a crowd like 
theirs really makes you block everything out 
and concentrate. It's primarily because 
you're scared. Once you get that fear factor 
in you, it’s amazing what you can do, and it’s 
because you don't want them on your back. 

“T hit the home run and | left the field with 
kind of a grin on my face, and | looked up in 
the stands and nobody was saying anything. 
My next time up I struck out against another 
pitcher and they were all yelling again.”’ 

The reason that episode stands out in 
Duke’s mind is that he doesn’t have a clear 
memory of another moment of heroism. 
That happened in Clemson, where he 
missed most of the first game of a double- 
header when he was hit by a pitch in the back 
of the head. 

“My first time at bat a pitcher, | don’t even 
remember his name, threw me two strikes,”’ 
Duke recalls. “Il was starting to get thrown at 
alot, and the pitcher tried to throw a high and 
tight fastball and really throw it hard and 
brush me back. 

“| saw it and | didn't see it. | couldn't get 
out of the way. I could just tum my head and 
it hit me in the back of the head, | remember 
it knocked my helmet off.”’ 

After missing the rest of that game in a 
training room with the Clemson team doctor, 
Duke elected to return and play the second 
game despite less-than-ideal conditions. 

“The team doctor at Clemson was kind of 
concerned that! wanted to go back in there,”’ 
Duke said. “It was really funny, because | 
could not see real well. | quess my reactions 
were real slow. I really had to concentrate to 
see.” 

He saw well enough to single his first time 
up, and then to hit back-to-back home runs 


over the center field backdrop at Clemson. 
“T'ye never hit two balls like that,” Duke said. 
“After the game the quys said they’d have to 
hit me before every game. If it does that, it 
will be fine with me.” 

So would another season like last year's, 
Duke came from virtually nowhere to gain 
his All-America honors, and this season he 
will not be a surprise. Opponents will be gun- 
ning for him. 

“It's really a dream come true,” Duke said 
of his All-America recognition, “'It’s a little re- 
ward for everything I've done playing base- 
ball, all the time I've played and all the time 
I've practiced. I figured there were a lot of 
better catchers out there, and | couldn’t be- 
lieve it.”’ 

But both Duke and Shollenburger know 
that Duke’s reputation will precede him 
wherever he goes this year. 

“That puts pressure on him, too,’’ Shol- 
lenberger says. ‘‘He’s going to be a marked 
man. They know who he is now. They are 
going to do anything they can to stop him, 
pitch around him whenever they can. 

“The great players can perform under 
those conditions, come through in those sit- 
uations where they have to pitch to you. [ 
don't have any doubts that Doug will handle 
that and come through in those conditions.” 

Nor does Duke, but his confidence is as 
much in his teammates as it is in himself. 

“| look at the ball, and I'll take the walks 
where I can get them,” Duke says. ‘I’m not 
going to sneak up on anybody this year. 
You're one person, and one person can't win 
a game. What I did (last year) 1 owe to the 
eight guys around me. 

“That's where it helps to have guys like 
Eddie Looper and Pat Bailey. Those guys 
can hit the ball, You can’t pitch around all of 
us. | think they will do it.” 


|B ae think Duke will be using the ample 
skills of his teammates as a crutch, 
though. He is working just as hard as he al- 
ways has to improve his game despite his el- 
evated status as an All-America. As his 
offense has improved, he has dedicated him- 
self to improving his already-sound defensive 
skills. 

“I'd say last year that my offense was far 
above my defense,” Duke says. “That is not 
me. I've always been better on defense, then 
my offense started to catch up more and 
more and uniil it passed my defense. 

“Hopefully, it will even out so that I won't 
be one thing over the other. I'm concentrat- 
ing more on my defense and Coach (Mike) 
Notaro has been working with me. 

“Blocking is probably the worst thing I do. 
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I can throw well and I catch well, but | don’t 
block well. We’ve been working on that a lot. 
There’s not much excuse for letting a ball get 
by you, and I’ve just got to work on getting 
down and stopping it better.”” 

With all of his other contributions, it would 
seem that a little detail like blocking would be 
of little concern to a player like Duke. But 
Shollenberger says that the work his catcher 
puts in to improve such aspects of his game 
is what sets him apart from the average 
player. 

“He may be correct in saying that (his 
blocking is his weakest skill),’”” Shollenberger 
said, ‘‘but any scout will tell you that if you’ re 
going to have problems it’s best to have them 
in areas that are correctable, where good 
coaching can help you. 

“There has never been a question in my 
mind or in anybody else’s about Doug’s 
work habits. When you have a great player 
who has those kind of work habits, | don’t 
think that’s a coincidence. That’s why he has 
done what he has.” 

And that’s why Duke is considered a hot 
item as a future draft pick. Barring injury, 
Duke will likely be tempted to give up his 
senior year of eligibility at Alabama to take 
his shot at professional baseball. He is pro- 
jected as a high draft pick, and he will be eli- 
gible to leave school for the draft after his 
junior year. 

“T’'m trying not to look at that,”” Duke says. 
“T'm trying to take it one day at a time. It still 
goes back to the dream. It’s hard not to look 
at that and think about it. It’s what I want to 
do. It’s tough to say I’m a catcher at Alabama 
and I have to play every day, but I know | 
have to to stay where | am.”’ 

What Duke does like to look at is the pos- 
sibility of returning this team to Omaha, Ne- 
braska, for the College World Series. Duke 
had already signed with the Tide two years 
ago when Alabama finished second to Texas 
for the national championship, and he still 
beams when talking about it. 

‘We were going to go out there if Alabama 
beat Texas in their first game when they were 
the only two undefeated teams,’ Duke said. 
“l was in Florida and | had already signed, 
and I watched every game. 

“You think about playing for the national 
championship, and it sends chills up and 
down your spine. That's what athletics is all 
about, but especially at the college level. | 
feel good to have had even such a small part 
of that, for them to be just two games away 
from being national champions. 

“We'll go back to Omaha, whether it be 
this year or next year or whenever. It’s a 
goal.” 

And something else to dream about. 


MARCH ’86/’BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


LOOK YOUK BEST AT 
WORK OR PLAY... 


In these high quality white oxford 
shirts. Shirts are embroidered 
with the word “Alabama” over the 
left pocket. 

Send #1995 for your “Alabama 
Button Down.” 


(Make checks or money order payable to:) 
THE T-SHIRTERY 
P. O. Box 10221 
Birmingham, Alabama 35202 
or Call 1-800-241-1052 (Ask for Glenn Ford) 


Ship to (Name): 
Address 
Cty = Site: - IP 


Quantity: _____ Check Sizes): S, M, L, 


Please include $2.00 Shipping and Handling per shirt ordered. 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


Golf Outlook: 


SS SS ee ee > eee eee 
Great Expectations 


by Kirk McNair 


Bama golfers face stiff 
tests to play as well as to 
win 


OBR suntan within as well as out- 
side—appears to be thick on the Ala- 
bama golf scene this year. And Head Coach 
Conrad Rehling, entering his 14th optimistic 
season, has Great Expectations for his 1986 
squad, 

Performing in the Southeastern Confer- 
ence automatically puts a heavy burden on 
the Crimson Tide. Florida, Georgia, Ole Miss 
and LSU rank among the nation’s top teams 
in preseason assessments. Nevertheless, says 
Rehling, ‘I’m expecting great things from the 
guys I have on this team. With the caliber of 
teams we have in the SEC it will be a tough 
test, but I believe we could be a dark horse 
heading into the conference championships. 
I'm convinced our men have the ability to 
play with any team. It just depends on how 
hard this team wants to work and the confi- 
dence level of the squad when tourney time 
rolls around.” 

Rehling has an indication of what to expect 
because he returns four of five top perform- 
ers from last year’s team, which finished 
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fourth in the SEC. In the fall his team won the 
Memphis State Invitational, finished third in 
the Southern Mississippi Laurel Tourna- 
ment, and was eighth at the Dixie Intercolle- 
giate in Columbus, Georgia. Against all 
opponents in those tournaments Bama came 
out with a 40-9 record. 

In spring qualifying rounds the Tiders 
pulled a mild surprise. Luis Pavon, whom 
Rehling expects to be Bama’s best this year 
and one of the top five players in the confer- 
ence, failed to qualify for the opening tour- 
nament. Each of the six Alabama players 
played 10 qualifying rounds. An 83 by Pa- 
von in the ninth round knocked him off the 
traveling squad. In the Rehling system there 
are no automatic qualifications; players earn 
the right to compete. 

“Luis started out slowly, and he’s certainly 
disappointed, but I think this will make him 
work harder,”’ said Rehling. “‘It may do him 
a lot of good and it may do our entire team a 
lot of good to see what can happen. I've ob- 
served over the years that it is sometimes dif- 


ficult to get players to look at qualifying as 
important. This keeps the pressure on and a 
team has to play under pressure. | still think 
Luis will be our number one player because 
he’s got the ability and the desire.” 

If Pavon does not emerge as the Tide’s 
best, that role will likely go to one of the two 
seniors—Darrell Jones or Bill Van Orman. 
Jones, who won his biggest match two years 
ago when he was cured of cancer, led Bama 
qualifying for the first match. Van Orman has 
slumped slightly since last summer when he 
was one of seven amateurs to qualifying for 
the United States Open, but he certainly has 
the skills to be outstanding. 

Another senior, Kevin Strohman, came on 
strong at the end of last season and qualified 
for the National Public Links Tournament. 

A surprise in early work has been junior 
Alan Pope, a player Rehling calls ‘‘really im- 
proved. I think he’s ready to help us."’ The 
Bama coach also expects help from another 
junior, walkon Richard Bergland. 

Two freshmen have made the team, Sean 
Pacetti (who averaged 73 in fall play) and 
Tracy Lentz. 

Rehling has been pleased with early work. 
“This is the first time in my memory that | 
really feel our team is ready this time of 
year,”’ he said. ‘“‘The weather has been so 
good that we’ve been able to have a lot of 
quality practice time. You never know what's 
going to happen when the bell rings, but | 
have a good feeling about this bunch.” 

As always, Bama has a schedule of quality 
tournaments. And this year the Tide is host- 
ing four tournaments—the Southeastern In- 
tercollegiate in Montgomery March 28-30; 
the Alabama Intercollegiate at University 
Golf Course April 12-13; the Jerry Pate In- 
tercollegiate in Pensacola April 18-20; and 
the SEC Championships in Florence May 
16-18. 


Luis Pavon is expected to be Coach Conrad 
Rehling’s top performer in 1986 golf com- 
petition, but early events proved that no 
Tide player has an automatic spot on the 
playing roster. Bary Fikes Photo 
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Tennis Outlook: 


Hahn Means High Hopes 


by John Aiello 


Wade confident despite loss of last 
year's number one 


labama Head Tennis Coach Tommy Wade might be expected to 
be singing the blues this year, but the tune sounds more like 
“Happy Days Are Here Again.” 

Every day of preseason practice was a revelation, said Wade. ‘‘There 
were times when | walked off the courts after workout and almost said 
out loud: ‘Is this really me? Is this really Alabama?’ Which is not to say 
there were not other times when I had my doubts about this team.” 
The source of his wonderment is so many talented players. 

Entering his fourth year at the Capstone, Wade isn’t the kind of guy 
who goes around beating the drums for himself. But even he says his 
Crimson Tide will have a good deal of ability and depth. 

“We've just got to keep practicing and play to our potential,” he 
said. ‘‘ ‘Potential’ is not a word I like, but if we play well I think we can 
do well. I think we can have a good team, but we can’t have injuries 
and we can't have people who don’t play as well as they are capable.” 

Wade's optimism comes in spite of the fact that two-time All-America 
Andy Solis, Mr. Whole Shebang the past two years, is now in an Ala- 
bama coaching uniform as a graduate assistant rather than in Bama 
playing togs. However, on the other side, there are four returning start- 
ers including All-America Gregg Hahn. As a result, the Tide is ranked 
25th in the nation in the preseason Head Intercollegiate Tennis 
Standings. 

“The loss of Andy is a tremendous blow,” admits Wade. ‘With 
Andy and Gregg together we had a shot every time at three points right 
off the bat. (One point is awarded for each of six singles and three dou- 
bles matches in college play, so five points is needed for a dual match 
victory.) Andy at number one, Gregg at number two and the two of 
them at number one doubles gave us an opportunity at three points 
against just about any team in the country. 

“Gregg can take up Andy’s slack at the number one spot, but the 
problem is we don’t have the automatic number two point and the al- 
most automatic number one doubles point. So Andy is a person we'll 
miss, but we've got to keep going.” 

If, indeed, this Crimson Tide squad is better than last year’s 20-11 
team, one big reason will unquestionably be Hahn, a 6-3, 178-pound 
Tuscaloosa native and the team’s lone senior. “Gregg is a tremendous 
player,”’ Wade said. ‘‘He’ll do well at the number one spot. He has all 
the shots, abilities, guts and determination to take up right where Andy 
left off. 

“I think he’ll make All-America again this season.”’ Hahn is the 11th- 
ranked college singles player in the nation according to the Head rat- 
ings, but since those ratings came out Gregg posted victories over num- 
ber 10 Jan Sandburg of South Carolina and number five Richey 
Reneberg of SMU in the national collegiate indoor championships. 

Other returning starters for Bama are sophomore Mike Reiney of 
Jacksonville, Florida, who played number four last year but is expected 
to move to number two this season; sophomore Wynand van den 
Boom of Amsterdam, The Netherlands, who is expected to be at num- 
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Gregg Hahn, a senior from Tuscaloosa, is the nation’s 11th 
ranked player going into this season and may move up on the 
basis of some impressive national victories. He was an All- 


America as a junior. Barry Fikes Photo 


ber five this year after playing at three last season; and junior Mike 
Grossman of Dallas, who is expected to retain his number six position 
this year. 

Steven Viljoen, Bama’s number five player as a freshman last year, 
did not return to the Tide because of family health problems. 

Four new faces reinforce the Tide lineup—Clinton Ferreira of Dur- 
ban, South Africa, projected as Bama’s number three player; Constan- 
tinos Efremoglou of Athens, Greece, expected to play number four; 
walkon Donnie Williamson of Cape Coral, Florida; and walkon Bryant 
Hirsberg of Clarksdale, Mississippi. 

Bama has won 20 or more matches in each of the past three seasons 
under Wade and he expects this to be another good year. “‘We’ve got 
six very, very good players and with the five scholarship limit that’s 
about the most you can get. | think we'll be fine barring injury.” 
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Track And Field Outlook: 


New Look Looks Good 


by Barry Allen 


A number of newcomers 
indicate good things 
ahead 


aoe Mitchell can’t worry about what's 
gone. Over the past few years he has 
watched world class performers such as 
James Mallard, Calvin Smith and Emmit 
King depart. This spring he will be without 
the services of 1985 All-Americas Cedric 
Vaughans, William Wuyke and Thomas 
McCants. Nevertheless, Bama’s head track 
and field coach keeps a positive attitude. 

Mitchell believes the 1986 Tide ‘‘could be 
one of the better teams”’ in Alabama history. 
Last year Bama was second in the South- 
eastern Conference. ‘You don’t replace 
people like Calvin and Emmit, just as we 
won't replace Cedric and William. It's difficult 
to come back with great quality in the same 
events year after year. For instance, we have 
no high jumper at this point. It is hard to re- 
place a guy like Thomas McCants who has 
the school and NCAA record.” 

Alabama does not have great quantity— 
the same names appear in several events— 
but there is very good quality in most areas. 

Newcomer Keith Talley, who has been 
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outstanding indoors, is expected to shine 
outdoors in the sprints, high hurdles and long 
jump. He’ll be joined in the 100 by Bama 
football wide receiver Greg Richardson. 
Greg will also run the 200 with Talley. Two 
other football players, wide receiver Al Bell 
and cornerback Todd Richardson, had been 
expected to sprint for the Tide track team this 
season, but instead will take part in spring 
training. Top Tider in the quarter—which 
should be a strong event for Bama—is Al- 
fonzo Henson. Also running at this distance 
will be Sylvester Davis, freshman Larry Can- 
trell and Joe Smith. The quality depth in this 
event gives Alabama one of the nation’s 
most outstanding mile relay teams. Talley 
may also run on the relay. 

In the 800 the Tide features defending 
SEC champion Tony Davis. Alabama should 
be strong in the distance running events. Pe- 
ter McColgan was all-conference in three 
events last year, as well as cross country last 
fall. ‘‘Peter has great, great potential and is 
on the way to becoming one of the very best 
in school history,”’ said Mitchell. ‘‘He was our 
top runner last year and is the leader on the 
team this year.’’ He'll be joined in the 1,000 
through 3,000 meter runs by newcomer 
Dave Reid, a sub-four minute miler, Regal 
Perry and freshmen Brian Caffrey and Pat 
Morris. McColgan is the school record holder 
in the 3,000-meter steeplechase. Brent 
McLain is another steeplechaser. 


Joe Smith, who has completed his football 
eligibility, Talley and Tony Abicca are the 
high hurdlers. Smith was SEC champion last 
year at 13.95. Newcomer Sylvester Davis 
runs the 400 intermediate hurdles. 


n field events, Bama is solid in all but the 

high jump—and help could be on the way 
there. In the long jump, Talley set an Ala- 
bama record in his first meet indoors and 
should be outstanding outdoors. Oscar Har- 
ris was All-SEC in the event last year. New- 
comer Kris Hardarson is another potential 
conference placer in the event. Harris and 
Dudson Higgins will represent Bama in the 
triple jump. 

Gunnar Ageskar topped the 17-foot mark 
pole vaulting indoors (a school record) and 
should go higher outdoors. Scott Spangler is 
a 16-plus vaulter. 

In the javelin, Siggy Einarsson holds the 
school record and was second in last year’s 
SEC championships. In last summer's Euro- 
pean Games in Innsbrook, Austria, he threw 
288-1. 

SEC record holder Vesteinn Hafsteinsson, 
an All-America in the discus throw in 1984, 
returns to the Tide this year. He has a best 
mark of 206-8 and will be favored to regain 
his league title. Eggert Bogason and Ed Ellis 
join Hafsteinsson in the discus and all three 
also are strong shot put men, Bogason fourth 
best in Bama history, Ellis eighth on the all- 
time Tide list. 

There is a chance that Bama’s one void— 
a high jumper—will be filled from the ranks 
of Don Gambril’s swimming team. Mark 
Nieuwenhuis, a 6-7 sprinter from Bevereen- 
ing, South Africa, isn’t a one-sport man. He 
has a 6-11 1/2 high jump in his background 
and has given consideration to joining the 
track and field team following the swimming 
season. 

“We don't havea lot of depth, soa key will 
be to stay healthy,” said Mitchell. ‘We have 
the talent to do well and the work attitude has 
been the best we have had in years. We had 
a great fall (practice) and I can’t compliment 
the team enough. They have really worked 
hard.” 


Siggy Einarsson, a native of Iceland, ranks 
among the nation’s top performers in the 
javelin. He is the school record holder and 
will rank as the favorite for this year’s SEC 
title. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Women’s Athletics: 


Lois Ledbetter 
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The Mental Touch 


by Lisa Dickerson 


Tide golfers have a new 
outlook and lower scores 


t is mind over matter as far as Alabama 

Head Women’s Golf Coach Dick Spybey is 
concerned. Spybey has taken an approach 
that stresses the mental aspect of golf and 
early results have been heartening. 

Last fall the women Tiders posted a fifth 
place finish in the Lady Seminole Invita- 
tional, a 10th in the Lady Buckeye, a fifth in 
the Alabama Seascape, and a second in the 
University of South Florida Invitational. 
Those accomplishments earned the Bama 
women a 26th national ranking. Of more im- 
portance to Spybey, Alabama's team stroke 
average was lowered by seven. 

Spybey, a Columbus, Ohio, native, is in 
his first year as Alabama's head women’s 
coach after serving as interim coach last 
spring, 

“Our improvement this past fall was a 
stepping stone for many good years in the fu- 
ture,”’ predicts Spybey. “The ranking is very 
encouraging, but it is also a little deceiving. 
Several teams are separated by less than one 
percentage point.” Women’s golf rankings 
are done by computer on the basis of tour- 
nament results. 

Alabama is led by seniors Lissa Bradford, 
Melissa Bottari, Michelle Drinkard and Lois 
Ledbetter. Experienced juniors are Mikki 
Bjuro and Velvet Jones. Rounding out the 
returnees are sophomores Mary Dacumos 
and Charlotte Tatz. Rookies in the program 
are Sofia Grondberg, Judi Schneider and 
Andrea Vescovo. 

Bradford (76.2), the 1985 team captain, 
and Ledbetter (76.8) led the team during the 
fall. Bradford's performance was particularly 
encouraging in that she under went wrist sur- 
gery last year. Ledbetter, who was Bama’s 
scoring leader and an Academic All-America 


in 1985, has picked up right where she left 
off. 

y concentrating on higher goals and 

team confidence, Spybey has begun to 
build a program that will gain the recognition 
and prestige of the national and Southeast- 
ern Conference powers. He blames a pre- 
vious lack of success on ‘“‘underconfidence 
and inconsistency.” 

The secret to the team’s current success 
lies with the coach's philosophy and elevated 
team goals. By establishing three goals— 
strengthening the schedule, branching out in 
recruiting, and setting higher team expecta- 
tions—a more successful and winning atmos- 
phere will permeate the team, said Spybey. 
Another new twist to preseason preparation 
has been sports psychology. generating po- 
sitive thinking through films and tapes. 

“In past years the women were content 
with a middle of the pack finish in the SEC,” 
said Spybey, citing last year’s fifth place fin- 
ish. “They never even considered qualifying 
for the NCAA Tournament or challenging for 
the SEC Championship. But now they have 
more self-confidence and self-esteem 
through intense mental preparation.” 

Ledbetter, attributing the team’s improve- 
ment to Spybey's new ideas, says the team 
goal of qualifying for the NCAA Champion- 
ship is very realistic. “With our newfound 
confidence we have the ability to lower our 
stroke average to under 300, which we will 
have to do to qualify for nationals,’’ Ledbet- 
ter said. 

The general feeling in the Tide camp is that 
both the experienced players and the fresh- 
men have good physical skills. The new 
mental strength of the team is expected to 
carry Bama to new heights. 
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History Of Alabama Athletics: 


Kubiszyn Starred In Two Sports 


by Chris Roberts 


He led Tide to “Glory 
Days” in basketball and 
baseball 


he walls around Jack Kubiszyn’s Tusca- 
loosa insurance office are covered with 
the photographs and memories of an athletic 
career that spans two sports and the major 
leagues. 
There’s his Golden Glove award. Pictures 
of University of Alabama basketball and 
baseball teams that stayed at the top of the 
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Southeastern Conference in the mid-1950s. 
Mementos of triumphant teams, individual 
honors and seeming scrapbooks of 
souvenirs. 

Somehow, the song playing on the office’s 
radio—Bruce Springsteen's ‘Glory Days’ — 
seemed a perfect fit. 

But Jack Kubiszyn, who earned five All- 
SEC honors in baseball and basketball dur- 
ing his career at The Capstone, was never 
one to “‘sit around trying to recapture a little 
of the glory” like the ex-jock in the Springs- 
teen song. 

Kubiszyn is too busy enjoying the present 
to think about his athletic glory days. 

“You've just got to enjoy what you're 


doing now,” he says. ‘‘Everything for me is 
fun, whether it’s playing, coaching or work- 
ing. | don’t do anything I don’t have to do 
that's not fun.” 

With few exceptions. the 5-11 native of 
Buffalo, New York, had fun during his two- 
sport career at Alabama. He played three 
years of baseball for the Crimson Tide. He 
earned All-SEC honors at shortstop each 
year, and made it to the major leagues with 
the Cleveland Indians. And in basketball, he 
was sixth man on the 1956 “Rocket Eight” 
that won the SEC and then earned All-SEC 
honors the next two seasons himself. He still 
holds two Crimson Tide individual records 
today. 

“But they broke most of my good rec- 
ords.”’ Kubiszyn said with tongue firmly in 
cheek. ‘‘The bad ones I've still got. It's fun, 
but the records are meant to be broken.” 

When he was a freshman, Alabama bas- 
ketball coach Johnny Dee called him “the 
finest prospect I have had since | came to 
Alabama. He is a potential All-American if 
ever there was one.” 

And “Kuby” didn’t prove them wrong. He 
managed two sports and school with llittle 
difficulty. 

“It took me about a week to make the 
transition from basketball to baseball.” he 
said. “I’m a 12-months-a-year sports person, 
anyway. When one sport was over | forgot 
about it and concentrated on the other one. 

“But I had a lot of excused absences in the 
spring.” 

Kubiszyn says he felt Tuscaloosa was the 
natural place for him to be. 

“A friend of Coach Dee's saw me playing 
basketball. He wrote me, and I came down 
here and looked it over. | liked it right away. 
And I wanted to come down South to play 
baseball anyway because the season is 
longer.” 

Like all good freshman in those days, he 
sat out his first year and was “‘frustrated”’ be- 
cause he thought he could play. 

For three seasons after that, he proved he 
could. 

He was first off the bench in the year the 
Crimson Tide won the SEC title with a 21-3 
record. Alabama ended the year third in the 
nation in one poll, but an NCAA eligibility 
Jack Kubiszyn was a two-time All-South- 
eastern Conference performer in basketball 
and earned three all-conference citations in 


baseball as a Crimson Tider. 
University of Alabama Photo 
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ruling kept the Tide seniors out of NCAA 
post-season play or the National Invitational 
Tournament. 

Despite that ruling that tainted the finish, 
Kubiszyn called it a “fun” year. “‘It’s always 
fun when you win.” he said. “Coach Dee 
was like Bobby Knight. He was colorful and 
a great motivator. He was a great coach and 
very good for sportswriters.” 


D: left after the 1956 season, and Kubi- 
szyn came into his own. Under Coach 
Eugene Lambert the junior quard averaged 
24.5 points per game, a record still standing 
in the Alabama books. He filled the nets for 
47 points against Mississippi College, the sec- 
ond most points in a game ever by a Tide 
player. He missed five games down the 
stretch with an injury, and Alabama took sev- 
enth in the SEC with a 7-7 conference mark 
and 15-7 overall. 

In his senior season, co-captain Kubiszyn 
and the Crimson Tide took third in the SEC 
with a 17-9 record. He earned All-SEC hon- 
ors again, and was second team All-America 
behind a first team that included Wilt Cham- 
berlain and Oscar Robinson. He averaged 
23.3 points in his 25 games that year, and 
only two Crimson Tide plavers have scored 
more points in a season. 

But a game he didn’t play in is the one re- 
membered. Days before a crucial SEC con- 
test against Kentucky, Lambert suspended 
Kubiszyn “in the interest of getting a team 
effort.” 

“| was something like four of 16 against 
LSU,” Kubiszyn remembered. “It was just 
one of those days. The coach felt like | was 
shooting too much, and that was his decision 
to make. A friend heard about it on the radio 
and told me, | always wanted to play 
Kentucky. 

“It was just one of those things you accept. 
When I'm the coach, | make the decisions.” 

Kubiszyn was a spectator while the Wild- 
cats beat Alabama in overtime to win a sec- 
ond straight SEC title. 

Still. he and the rest of the basketball 
teams of those days at Foster Auditorium 
went out heroes. 

“What made it good on us was in those 
years football was down. People like to fol- 
low a winner, and they followed us. We had 
people for us,” he saicl. 

His basketball career could have contin- 
ued. He says he had “feelers” from profes- 
sional basketball teams, but he didn’t show 
much of a feeling. 

“At that time the money was in baseball,” 
he said. “If there had been more money, 
then | might have played basketball. But 
there was no money then.” 
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And by that time in his athletic career at 
Alabama, he was assured of some profes- 
sional sports money. 

He started at shortstop three straight years 
for the Crimson Tide. And he was All-SEC 
three straight years, too. As a sophomore, he 
batted .375 as the Tide rolled to a 15-5 re- 
cord in the SEC. His average dipped to a still- 
impressive .350 the next season and took 
Alabama to second in the conference behind 
Georgia Tech. And as a senior, he batted 
.347 and the Tide lost to Auburn in the SEC 
finals. 

“We had some very good baseball 
teams,’ Kubiszyn said. “It was really up in 
that era.” 


hings were up for Kubiszyn as well. On 

May 27, 1958, he took his shortstop skills 
to professional baseball. He earned a 
$25.000 bonus by signing with the Cleve- 
land Indians organization, and after stops in 
Reading, Pennsylvania, Mobile and Toronio, 
he was called up to the majors. 

In 1960 and 1961, he played shortstop in 
Cleveland. But that’s before a baseball hit 
him in the eye, ending his career with 44 
stitches as a going-away present. 

But Kubiszyn took the injury like he seems 
to take everything else in life—in stride. 

“It was just part of the game.” he said. 
“You can't dwell on it. Two days after the 
ball hit me in the eye, baseball was out of my 
mind.” 

He came back to Tuscaloosa and put his 
energy into business. 

But why would a New York boy with a wife 
from Texas end up in Tuscaloosa? 

“T just like the South and this town.” he 
said. ‘‘I like the atmosphere. Lucy is from 
Texas, and this place is between both of our 
homes, 

“| could have gone anywhere, but | came 
back here after baseball. Tuscaloosa has 
something special.” 

And today, the something special for Jack 
Kubiszyn is his wife and five children, busi- 
ness and sports. 

He has coached Parks and Recreation Au- 
thority little league baseball teams, adult 
teams and even coached at Shelton State 
Junior College last year. He also stays active 
on various courts. He plays and coaches in 
an adult basketball league and he’s state 
master’s champion in racketball. 

“| just enjoy it and working with kids,”’ Ku- 
biszyn said. 

But Jack Kubiszyn seems to enjoy 
everything, 

Kubiszun’s oldest daughter, Mary Kathryn, is 
director of advertising for "BAMA. 
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The Schedule 

Athletics Director and Head Coach Ray 
Perkins has announced the 1986 Alabama 
football schedule, but don’t count on it stay- 
ing exactly as advertised, It will begin in the 
Kickoff Classic against Ohio State at Giants 
Stadium in New Rutherford, New Jersey, at 
8 p.m. EDT Wednesday, August 27. All 
other game dates, sites and times were also 
announced, but only sites are not subject to 
change. 

The rest of the schedule has Southern Miss 
in Birmingham September 13. Florida at 
Gainesville September 20, Vanderbilt in Tus- 
caloosa September 27, Notre Dame in Bir- 
mingham October 4, Memphis State in 
Tuscaloosa (homecoming) October 11, Ten- 
nessee in Knoxville October 18, Penn State 
in Tuscaloosa October 25, Mississippi State 
in Starkville November 1. LSU in Birming- 
ham November 8, Temple in Tuscaloosa 
November 15 and Auburn in Birmingham 
November 29. All games are listed for 1:30 
p.m. starting times, but television could alter 
but a few of those (notably, Florida, which 
can't be on television because of NCAA 
probation). 

There's also the possibility of a date 
change. ABC may opt to put the Alabama- 
Notre Dame game on September 6. How- 
ever, that’s considered less than a 50-50 pos- 
sibility, in part because Alabama would have 
already been on television and in part be- 
cause there are relatively few nationally-sig- 
nificant games now scheduled October 4. Of 
course, by waiting until October 4 ABC runs 
the risk of either Notre Dame or Alabama (or 
both) getting off to poor starts and turning a 
game of wide national appeal into an unat- 
tractive matchup. If ABC doesn’t want the 
game moved, WTBS in Atlanta may want 
Alabama to move its Vanderbilt game to 
September 6, That would give Bama an 
open date between Florida and Notre Dame. 


The New Staff 

One sign of a strong football program is the 
loss of assistant coaches. Alabama's 9-2-1 
worksheet in 1985 means that some new as- 
sistants will be on hand in 1986. Most prom- 
inent loss from last year’s staff is Rockey 
Felker, who returned to his alma mater, Mis- 
sissippi State. as head football coach. As ex- 
pected, Felker enticed Bama’s receiver 
coach, David Rader, to join him at State. 
Rader will be offensive coordinator, Steve 
Walters, who came to Alabama as secondary 
coach from the National Football League’s 
New England Patriots. has returned to the 
pro game as receiver coach for the New Or- 
leans Saints. Finally, Steve Hale, who had 
gone off the field to serve as recruiting coor 
dinator. is returning to the field as an assistant 
coach at Southwestern Louisiana. 

Alabama's new staff includes only one 
new face. Rick Smith. secondary coach at 
Georgia Tech the past three years, has been 
brought in to replace Walters. The other va- 
cancies have been filled by changing duties 
of men already on hand. Rodney Stokes, 
who was coordinator of the Bama kicking 
game last year, will coaching running backs. 
Jody Allen, who was already on the staff as a 
graduate assistant, has been elevated to full 
status as receivers coach. And Jerry Pullen, 
another graduate assistant, was named co- 
ordinator of the kicking game. 

Brad Bradford, who has served as director 
of Bryant Hall the past three years, will as- 
sume the duties of recruiting coordinator. 


Some Key Dates 

Coach Perkins has announced key foot- 
ball dates through the 1986 schedule. In ad- 
dition to spring training beginning March 17 
and ending with the A-Day Game April 19, 
he said freshmen would report in for fall work 
July 31. followed by returning varsity players 
August 5 for the August 27 opener against 


1986 Alabama Football 
Schedule 


(Subject to change) 


OPPONENT 
Ohio State 
Southern Miss 
Florida 
Vanderbilt 

Notre Dame 
Memphis State (HC) 
Tennessee 

Penn State 
Mississippi State 
LSU 

Temple 

Auburn 


SITE TIME 

East Rutherford, N.J. 8:00 EDT 
Birmingham 1:30 CDT 
Gainesville 1:30 EDT 
Tuscaloosa 1:30 CDT 
Birmingham 1:30 CDT 
Tuscaloosa 1:30 CDT 
Knoxville 1:30 EDT 
Tuscaloosa 1:30 CDT 
Starkville 1:30 CST 
Birmingham 1:30 CST 
Tuscaloosa 1:30 CST 
Birmingham 1:30 CST 
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Ohio State in the Kickoff Classic at Giants 
Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersev. 

In other sports. the date to remember is 
April 9. That’s when all sports other than 
football can begin signing high school seniors 
and junior college transfers, In basketball the 
signings must be completed by May 15. All 
other sports have until August 1 to finish, 


An Excellent Year 

The so-called recruiting experts have given 
Alabama an A+ for 1986 work. Coach Per- 
kins noted that he doesn’t worry about the 
ranking his team may have gotten in the na- 
tional recruiting derby, that his primary con- 
cern was that Bama get the players it wanted, 
Mission accomplished. And because the 
players Alabama wanted were also wanted 
by virtually every other major football school, 
the Tide ranks very high. 

Max Emfinger has probably become the 
nation’s most well known recruiting com- 
mentator, in no small part because he spends 
so much time gathering and distributing in- 
formation on prep football stars in his Na- 
tional High School recruiting service. His 
early returns (before the signing of Pierre 
Goode) had Alabama first in the South and 
third (behind UCLA and Michigan) in the 
nation. 

Forrest Davis of Lindy’s Southeastern Re- 
cruiting Guide and Bill Buchaulter of The Or- 
lando Sentinel both pronounced Alabama 
the runaway winner in the South. 

Phil Grosz of G&W Recruiting hasn't 
made a final national determination yet, but 
projects Alabama as a sure top five finisher- 
The Next Dozen 

For those who can’t wait to start agonizing 
over 1987 football recruiting, here's the first 
quess as to which upcoming high school sen- 
iors in Alabama will be the most highly 
prized: 

dames Coachman, 6-3, 245, lineman, 
Cottonwood; Phillip Doyle, 6-2, 190, place- 
kicker, Birmingham Huffman: Richard 
Gilchrist, 6-1, 190, linebacker, Montgomery 
Lee: Victor Hall, 6-4, 210. linebacker, Walter 
Welbom, Thomas Holmes, 6-4. 195, tight 
end, Midfield; Carlos James, 6-2, 276, line- 
man, Mobile Williamson; Craig Sanderson, 
5-11, 160, wide receiver, Hamilton: John 
Thompson, 6-1, 205, running back, Bir- 
mingham Wenonah; George Thornton, 6-4, 
240, lineman, Montgomery Jeff Davis: Steve 
Webb, 6-4, 232, lineman, Holt; John Wilson, 
6-6, 226, tight end, Haleyville:; and Tony 
Young. 5-9, 195, running back, Alexandria. 

(Do not even think about calling "BAMA 
to ask where Alabama stands with these or 
any other alleged prospects before Novem- 
ber 30.) 

Comparing Teams 

Vanderbilt Head Basketball Coach C.M. 
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Newton probably caught some people (no- 
tably Alabama Head Coach Wimp Sander- 
son) by surprise when he said following 
Bama’s 69-68 win over the Commodores 
that “Alabama is a potential Final Four team 
if the right things happen. | don’t think I'm 
misjuding this Alabama team. This is the best 
team Wimp's had, and IJ think it's a team that 
can go a long way nationall if the right cir- 
cumstances occur. This team compares fa- 
vorably to the '76 team I had here. and | 
thought that one was good enough to have 
won a national championship.” 


There’s no question that 1976 Alabama 
team was capable of winning the national 
championship. That Tide team destroyed 
North Carolina, 79-64, in the first round of 
the NCAA Tournament before falling to 
eventual undefeated national champion In- 
diana 74-69 in the Mideast Regional at Baton 
Rouge. li was the hardest game the Hoosiers 
of Bobby Knight had that year and only a 
very controversial official's decision kept 
Bama from probable victory. 

That 1976 team went 23-5. How would 
this Alabama team match up? For starters, 
1976 Alabama had Leon Douglas at center. 
Although he wasn't quite as tall as this year’s 
center, Derrick McKey, Douglas was a three- 
time first team All-SEC performer who aver- 
aged 20.6 points and 12.4 rebounds his sen- 
ior season in 1976. At point quard Alabama's 
Terry Coner is considered the best in the 
SEC this year. He’s considered a more pro- 
ficient scorer than 1976 point guard Anthony 
Murray, but Murray averaged 11.9 points per 
game that year. And Coner never had Mur- 
ray guarding him. Following that sophomore 
season Murray received all but two votes in 
balloting by SEC coaches to name the top 
defensive quard in the league. At the off 
guard the Tide of 1976 had T.R. Dunn, who 
got the only two votes Murray didn’t get in 
that defensive choosing. Although Dunn av- 
eraged just 9.7 points per game that season, 
he’s managed a nine-year National Basket- 
ball Association career doing worse. He also 
chipped in 5.2 rebounds per year and was a 
tremendous defensive player. Mark Gott- 
fried. this year's wing guard, has better 
shooting range when he’s hot than did Dunn. 


At the wing forward Bama has one of the 
great overachievers in the SEC this year in 
dim Farmer, The wing forward for Alabama 
in 1976 was Rickey Brown, who would go on 
to a limited pro career, playing for awhile 
with the Harlem Globetrotters and later with 
overseas teams. He averaged 11.5 points 
and 6.4 rebounds per game in 1976. Ala- 
bara has one of its all-time greatest players 
at power forward in Buck Johnson and the 
senior Johnson would get the nod over the 
freshman that started in that position in 


1976. However, Reggie King made it known 
that he was going to be a star as he was the 
SEC Freshman of the Year, averaging 10.9 
points and 9.5 rebounds per game. 

Depth? Neither team had much. Bama of 
1976 would go with two subs in a big game, 
freshman forward Keith McCord and soph- 
omore guard Greg McElveen. This year's 
team will send in three—Michael Ansley, 
James Jackson and. of late, Craig Dudley. 

It may be impossible to compare teams 
which played a decade apart. Certainly the 
1986 Alabama team has been one of which 
everyone should be proud. But it is difficult to 
figure it as comparable to the 1976 group. 
Long Time No Hit 

When Alabama's Shannon Felder stepped 
to the plate in the late innings of Alabarna’s 
season opening baseball game against Faulk- 
ner State and singled, it marked his first hit in 
almost two years, Of course, it had been two 
years since Felder had played in a baseball 
game. Felder, a defensive back on the Ala- 
bama football team who is playing baseball 
this spring, was an all-star in baseball was 
well as football in high school. In fact. his last 
at-bat (and hit) prior to the one this spring 
had come in the Texas all-star game in the 
Houston Astrodome in 1984. 

Record Setter 

Alabama senior Carol Smith. a 6-3 center 
from Milan, Tennessee, will finish her career 
in the Southeastern Conference Women’s 
Basketball Tournament with Crimson Tide 
records for scoring, rebounding, field goals 
and free throws (made and attempted) and 
steals, With at least two games to play she 
needed 29 points to become the first woman 
to score 2.000 points for Alabama. The two- 
time All-SEC performer is also going to finish 
second among Bama women and men in 
scoring (to Reggie King) and fourth all-time 
in rebounding. She recently passed Bobby 
Lee Hurt among all Alabama rebounders. 
Gymnasts Third 

All teams seem to have a more difficult 
time winning on the road than at home, but 
that fact is particularly true in sports which are 
judged. such as gymnastics. It may be diffi- 
cult for Alabama's basketball team to win at 
Lexington, but at least a Buck Johnson field 
goal counts the same as one by Kenny 
Walker. 

Alabama's gymnastics team had beaten 
both Georgia and Florida in recent home 
meets, but in the SEC Championships at 
Flonda, Georgia was the winner. followed by 
Florida and Alabarna. (All three teams are 
ranked among the nation’s top ten.) 

Three Tiders earned All-SEC recogni- 
tion—senior Penney Hauschild (although 
she failed to defend her all-around title). jun- 
ior Julie Estin and sophomore Kathy 
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ALABAMA’S WINTER SPORTS RESULTS 


Men’s Basketball Gymnastics ; 
91 Athletes In Action 76 181.95 Missouri 174.35 Feb. 27-March 1 SEC « Knoxville 
82 Northwest Louisiana 77 183.60 u Georgia 185.45 March 13-15 Region tl Diving (« Clemson 
89 Utah 69 March 20-22 NCAA ( Fayetteville 
91 Rider 63 Penn State Invitational ’ . ; 
99 Murray State 65 Alabama 182.60, Penn State 179.75, Michigan Men's Swimming acca 
92 Mercer 49 State 178.75, New Hampshire 170.85 Nov. 8-9 (« Florida yp SERRE 
100 Florida State (Birmingham) 89 58 Miami 
58 (@ Maryland 60 184.55 Jacksonville State 169.55 74 (w Virginia 39 
RED AND WHITE CLASSIC Dec. 6-8 USS Open (@ Austin 
SUN BOWL TOURNAMENT Alabama 185.4, Georgia 183.05, Illinois State 8 (7 Kentucky 45 
78 Nebraska 61 173.7, Maryland 172.9 70 Cincinnati 43 
62 Texas E]-Paso 74 44 (u Auburn 69 
183.75 Florida 183.5 75 LSU 38 
71 (a Mississippi State (OT) 62 SEC (Gainesville) 60 Southern Miss 51 
80 (@ Georgia 88 Georgia 185,35, Florida 184.1, Alabama 67 Northeast Louisiana 44 
83 Louisiana State (TV) 67 183.75, LSU 176.6, Kentucky 175.95, Auburn 64 Tulane (1 Pensacola 49 
52 (a Kentucky 76 171.4 72 Arkansas 41 
60 Auburn (TV) 56 40 (uv Florida 69 
92 Tennessee 79 Feb. 28 ( Louisiana State March6-8 SEC Swimming (” Baton Rouge 
85 («© Vanderbilt 72 March 7 Arizona State, Florida, Nebraska, March 8-9 SEC Diving (/ Baton Rouge 
67 Florida 64 Penn State (« Arizona State March 13-15 Region Ul Diving « Clemson 
69 (« Mississippi 62 March 15 2 fu ys April 4-6 NCAA ( Indianapolis 
72 Mississippi State 54 March 22 North Carolina, Louisiana State 5 
57 "Geotgia 54 March 27 Auburn Men $ Track : 
80 (i Louisiana State 71 April 5 NCAA Regions (Baton Rouge) dan. 17-18 Kodak Invitational (« Johnson City, 
71 Kentucky (TV) 73 April 18-19 NCAA (Gainesville) es , ? Tenn. 
69 (@ Auburn (TV) 71 ; - . Jan, 25 lu LSU Invitational 
80 Tennessee 64 Women’s Swimming Feb, 1 (Indiana Invitational 
69 Vanderbilt (TV) 68 Nov. 8-9 (@ Florida Invitational Feb. 8 i Florida Invitational 
Feb. 26 (uw Florida 58 Miami 64 Feb. 15 LSU 
March 2 Mississippi 77 (@ Virginia 63 March 1-2 _ SEC \ Baton Rouge 
March 5-8 SEC Tournament (Lexington) 86 Indiana 510 March 14-15 AAU Obtahomne CAey 
Dec. 6-8 USS Open Ww Austin Women’s Track 
69 Cincinnati 43 Jan. 17-18 Kodak Invitational Johnson City, 
77 (a Auburn 63 Tenn. 
? 89 LSU 51 dan. 25 « LSU Invitational 
Women s Basketball 60 Southern Miss 35 Feb. 1 « Indiana Invitational 
89 ( Tennessee State $1 66 Northeast Louisiana 44 Feb. 8 (Florida Invitational 
79 Jackson State 50 87 Tulane (7 Pensacola 51 Feb. 15 « LSU 
‘ 67 Arkansas 51 March 1-2 SEC « Baton Rouge 
‘a NORTHWESTERN hing me 69 (8 Gi Florida82. = March 14-15 NCAA Ww Oklahoma City 
58 Northwestern 66 
66 (« Marquette 40 
70 (a Troy State 47 
80 (« Jackson State 68 BE BBS 
87 « Arkansas State 67 LAYTO N $ eseee teep lechase 
86 Southwest Missouri State 53 S TOWN H O M ES 
59 (4 Mississippi State 44 
88 Stephen F. Austin 36 \ STEEPLECHASE T 
5g “ e hitenaectonie 4 community built in he teas of the ‘beeet VEONA DANIELS ROAD 
85 iw North Alabama 54 seal 5 AND ROCKY RIDGE RANCH ROAD 
growing and most sought after area in Jef- 
86 Auburn (OT) 87 f C These cr id BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
7I i Tennessee 89 erson County. These private residences 
75 (i Vanderbilt 84 are designed for quality living with the com- ; 
78 (@ David Lipscomb 50 mitment of the developer to quality con- [he Appointments: 
83 _ Florida 62 struction with attention to detail that is ® Fee Simple Ownership 
a we serie eo reflective in the materials and workmanship ° Energy Efficient Construction 
1 Alcorn State 58 throughout each residence. e Parquet Foyer Entry ; 
69 Georgia 73 ® Woodburning Fireplaces with Gas Log 
82 LSU 83 $73,000 to $93,200 Lighter 
76 Kentucky 75 ®@ Private Deck or Patio 
82 Alabama-Birmingham 69 Call me 
77 Louisiana Tech 82 ‘The very all or write: 
Feb. 28-March 3 SEC Tournament heart of DOUG LAYTON 
(a Georgia savingisal @@ 520 Beacon Parkway West 
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Cents 


Birmingham, AL 35209 
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(205)942-1512 
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ALABAMA’S SPRING SPORTS SCHEDULES 


Baseball 


15 

22 

12 

8 

Feb. 25 
Feb. 26 
March 1 
March 2 
March 4 
March 5 
March 8 
March 9 
March 11 
March 12 
March 13 
March 15 
March 16 
March 18 
March 19 
March 20 
March 22 
March 23 
March 25 
March 26 
March 29 
April 1 
April 2 
April 5 
April 6 
April 7 
April 8-9 


Alabama Christian 0 
Western Kentucky 5 
Western Kentucky 13 
Western Kentucky 5 
(« Jackson State 

(a Southern Miss 
(a Tennessee (2) 

(a Tennessee 

Ferris State 
Samford 

Florida (2) 

Florida 

(@ UNLV 

(a UNLV 

(@ UNLV 

(a Kentucky (2) 

(@ Kentucky 
Kentucky 

Kentucky 

Middle Tennessee 
LSU (2) 

LSU 

Jackson State 
Jackson State 
Shelton State 


(a@ Alabama-Birmingham 


Southern Miss 
Georgia (2) 
Georgia 


Birmingham Barons (exhibition) 
(a South Alabama Tourney 


(South Alabama, Alabama, Auburn, Miami) 


April 12 
April 13 
April 15 
April 16 
April 19 
April 20 
April 26 
April 27 
April 29 
April 30 
May 1 

May 3 

May 4 

May 6 


(a Vanderbilt (2) 

( Vanderbilt 

North Alabama 
Alabama-Birmingham 
Auburn (2) 

Auburn 

(@ Ole Miss (2) 

(a Ole Miss 

South Alabama 
South Alabama 
Auburn (@ Dothan 
Mississippi State (2) 
Mississippi State 
Auburn (@ Huntsville 


Men’s Track 


March 22 


March 29 
April 5 


Domino Classic 

(a Tallahassee 
Alabama Invitational 
Semotion Relays 


(a Cape Giradeau, Missouri 


April 12 


April 19 
April 26 


April 26 
May 3 
May 16 & 17 


June 6&7 
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Cajun Classic 
(w Lafayette, Louisiana 


(«© Mississippi State Invitational 


Drake Relays 

(@ Des Moines, lowa 
Springtime Invitational 
(@ Tallahassee, Florida 
L.S.U. Invitational 

(a Baton Rouge 

SEC Championships 
(@ Knoxville 

NCAA (@ Indianapolis 
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Men’s Tennis 

7 Mississippi State 2 
March 3 tu TCU 
Feb 22 Miss State 
March 3 « TCU 
March 5-9 (a Corpus Christi Invitational 
March 12 Murray State 
March 15 Wake Forest 
March 16 Memphis State 
March 18 Florida State 
March 22 SW Louisiana 
March 23 Louisville 
March 27-30 Blue-Gray Tournament 
(a Montgomery 
April 3 (a Mississippi 
April 6 Florida 
April 9 Alabama-Birmingham 
April 12 @ LSU 
April 13 (a Northeast Louisiana 
April 17 Vanderbilt 
April 19 Kentucky 
April 20 Louisiana Tech 
April 22 (4 Auburn 
April 22 (@ Auburn 
April 26 (a Tennessee 
May 1 (a Mississippi State 
May 3 Georgia 
May 9-11 SEC Championships 
(@ Auburn 
May 16-25 NCAA 
(@ Athens, Georgia 

Women’s Tennis 
8 North Florida 1 (¢ Birmingham (UAB) 
7 (4 Alabama-Birmingham 2 
1 LSU8 
Feb 26 Mississippi 
March 1 Auburn 
March 7 Florida State 
(a Gainesville 
March 8 Florida 
(a Gainesville 
March 8 Santa Fe 
(«@ Gainesville 
March 9-16 Hilton Head Springfest 
March 21 Tulane 
March 26 (@ Georgia 
March 28 Kentucky 
April 4-6 Lady Cougar Invitational 
(@ Houston 
April 11 (a Tennessee 
April 12 ( Vanderbilt 
April 16 (a Mississippi State 
April 19 Louisiana Tech 
April 24-27 SEC Championships 
(a Athens, Ga. 


Men’s Golf 


Feb. 14-16 Florida Invitational (7 Gainesville) 
(13th of 20 teams) 


Feb, 21-23 Seminole Classic 
(« Tallahassee, Florida 

May 16-18 SEC Championships 
(« Florence, Alabama 

dune 12-16 NCAA (@ Winston-Salem, N.C. 
March 15-17 Cajun Southwestern 


( Lafayette, Louisiana 
Southeastern Invitational 
(4 Montgomery 


March 28-30 


April 12-13 Alabama Intercollegiate 
(« Tuscaloosa 

April 18-20 ia Jerry Pate Intercollegiate 
(a Pensacola, Florida 

April 25-27 Chris Schenkel Invitational 
(a Statesboro, Georgia 

May 16-18 SEC Championships 
(a Florence, Alabama 

dune 12-16 NCAA (w Haines City, Fla. 


Women’s Golf 

Lady Gator 
(a Gainesville, Fla. 
(w LSU Invitational 


Feb 21-23 


Feb 28-March 2 


March 7-9 Hudson Invitational 
(» Eufaula, Ala, 
March 28-30 South Carolina Invitational 
(a Columbia 
April 4-6 Duke Invitational 
(a Durham, NC 
April 25-27 Southern Intercollegiate 
(a Athens, Ga. 
May 2-4 SEC Championships 
(a Callaway Gardens, Ga. 

Women’s Track 
March 22 Domino Classic 
(@ Tallahassee 
March 29 Alabama Invitational 
April 5 Semotion Relays 
(w Cape Giradeau, Missouri 
April 12 Cajun Classic 
(a Lafayette, Louisiana 
April 19 (4 Mississippi State Invitational 
April 26 Drake Relays 
(a Des Moines, lowa 
April 26 Springtime Invitational 
(a Tallahassee, Florida 
May 3 L.S.U. Invitational 
(a Baton Rouge 
May 16 & 17 SEC Championships 
(@ Knoxville 
June 6&7 NCAA ( Indianapolis 
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gs. ike salespeo- 
ple who. know a little more. Prices that 
are a little more reasonable. Quality that 
is a little more obvious. Delivery dates 
youre a little more sure of. 


Anda finished product that makes you 
look a little bit better than you ever have 
before. 


At EBSCO Media, little things mean a 
lot. In fact, EBSCO's attention to detail 
has made us Alabama's largest commer- 
cial printer. 


_ Why not give EBSCO Media a call today, 
to discuss your needs in detail? 


EBSCO MEDIA 


801 5th Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


205-323-1508 


EBSCO . 
Industries. C\ 
inc. 


v OF 


OR ONLY 30.00 


Total amt. enclosed — SEE _________ subscriptions 


Alabama residents add 4% ($1.00) sales tax each subscription. 


OO Payment Enclosed © Mastercharge 0 visa 


Gank Cark\é Ee: Dats 
Signature 


PLEASE PRINT 


TO: 


Address 
City 


Gift To: 


Address 


City 


> Gift From: 


Address 


City State 


Make Check Payable To: BAMA Magazine 
P.O. Box 6104 
Overseas Add $5.00 University, Alabama 35486 


FOR OFFICE USE 
PIC F CH 


Now Preselling Phase II. Special Financing Available. 
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To Fully Experience College, 
Experience Riverbend Commons. 


Just one-and-a-half miles from the heart of the Alabama campus,“RWerbend is the place you wish was there when you were a student. 

If you have a student on campus or starting next year, let us introduce you to Riverbend Commons. Offered by The H.D. Jackson 
Company-one of the nation’s leading student condominium developer/managers, Riverbend is a modern condominium community with all the 
comforts of home. Plus clubhouse, tennis facilities, swimming pool, on-site management and scheduled shuttle service to and from campus. 

Each unit is designed to accommodate your student and rent-paying roommates as well. The condominiums are also designed to pay 
their own way and to offer the many tax advantages of 
ownership and expected appreciation. 

Each one and two-bedroom unit includes: Mj All 
furnishings- including linens and utensils; MM Ultra- 
modern kitchen featuring high-grade cabinets, stove, 
refrigerator with ice-maker, dishwasher and dis- 
posal; fil Washer and dryer; MM Wall-to-wall carpeting; 


High-efficiency central heating and air condition- 
ing; M§ Smoke and fire alarm; M§ Deadbolt lock and RIVERBE 


security viewer; fj On-site maintenance and CO Ee NM -O- NS 
management, 

In short, Riverbend Commons is a place Alabama _ Call collect or come by for 
students can experience it. Privacy. Comfort. Fun. infor: mation on owning or renting 
Security. Ina serious student environment. at Riverbend Commons. 

(205) 349-3911-Sales 


saving is a Good Cents 


: ‘ : 205) 349-3913-Rentals 
ee oe en The University of Alabama Experience- ae Rice Mine Road 
Condominium. Experience Riverbend Commons. Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35406 


